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Dr. Hamel’s Attempts to ascend Mont 
Blanc. 
(Fvom the British Critic for Nov. 1820.) 
Ir may facilitate the understanding 
of Dr. Hamel’s narrative, and of the 
relative situation of his two routes, if we 
take our readers as rapidly as possible 
from Geneva to Chamounix on the one 
hand, and St. Gervais on the other. 
The road to the former is the whole 
way by the side of the river Arve, and 
presents no conspicuous beauty till you 
reach the town of Cluse ; we say con- 
spicuous with reference to the general 
scenery of the mountains, for there are 
many spots, particularly the site of 
Bonneville, at the foot of the precipitous 
Mole, which might well pass for sub- 
lime and picturesque elsewhere. The 
approach to Cluse is very remarkable, a 
steep cliff hangs literally over the road ; 
you turn a sharp angle, and find your- 
self instantly, and without being aware 
of it, on a bridge, and at the entrance of 
the town. This is the gateway of one 
of the most exquisite valleys in the 
world, which extends upwards to Chede, 
where the Arve first enters it: in this 
extent however it bears different names, 
first of Cluse, then Maglans, Sallenche, 
and finally Chede. The mountains 
on each side are high and well wooded, 
but not so high as to carry snow all 
through the year: sometimes they shut 
in the road so closely, that the traveller 
can scarcely conceive how he is to get 
out; at other times they leave room for 
sweeping savannahs ; neat cottages with 
projecting roofs, galleries of stained 
wood round the upper story, stand here 
and there in the’ green meadows, or 
are pitched most romantically on the 
sides of the hills among the woods, or 
on bare projecting spots in the moun- 
tains; waterfalls now seen and now 
only heard, with the rapid river on the 
left, give life and animation to the 
whole scene. 
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The road lies on the right bank of 
the river from Cluse; but Sallenche is 
nearly half a mile on the left, and op- 
posite to it is a small hamlet (St. Mar- 
tin), with a tolerable inn, at which tra- 
vellers in general repose. A road and 
bridge communicate with Sallenche, 
rather a large town for this part of the 
world, and thence a road runs to St. 
Gervais, a place resorted to for its mi- 
neral baths, and at which Dr. Hamel 
was a visitant when he made his first 
attempt to ascend to the summit of 
Mont Blanc. St. Gervais is on the left 
side of the river; following then the 
road on the right of the river, the first 
object which draws the traveller from 
his route is the cascade of Chede, not 
made by the river Arve, but by a tribu- 
tary torrent which falls from Mount 
Varens, the left arm of the valley. This 
is indeed a very beautiful spot; the 
height from which the water falls will 
admit of his ascending a green emi- 
nence that rises before it, and closin 
it in, forms a sort of a basen, for the 
reception of the fall. Here, if the lights 
favour, the eye is feasted with the most 
vivid rainbows: rainbows unlike those. 
of heaven, which are indeed meet em- 
blems of peace, where all the colours 
are still and calm, and smooth; but 
rainbows in a storm, where, as the mist 
is constantly ascending, you see all the 
particles distinct, in agitation, and 
changing their colour, as they mount. 
From this point the tract becomes more 
rugged, and the traveller may consider 
himself in the heart of the mountains ; 
he rides at the foot of enormous Png 
pices, with pine forests all around him, 
and when he has crossed the river over 
the romantic Pont le eee ho as- 
cended by the opposite b e sees 
beneath him, in - ‘eons which gradual- 
ly grows to a tremendous depth, the 
foaming torrent, now broken by jagged 
rocks, and overhung with dark waving, 
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or with withered pines. Neither words 
nor the pencil can faithfully describe 
this scene, but he who has once seen 
itcan never forget it more. At last 
the river turns to the left, and the road 
following it, descends from a consider- 
able eminence, into the valley of Cha- 
mounix, a very few miles up which, 
but beyond the village and glacier of 
Les Bossons, stands the town of Le 
Prieuré. So that considering the range 
of which Mont Blanc forms a part, as 
lying (to speak generally) at right 
angles to the direction of the road from 
Cluse, the ascent from St. Gervais 
would begin rather from the right end 
of the ridge, and that from Le Prieuré 
more directly from a point in the 
middle. 

Dr. Hamel, as we have said before, 
made his first attempt from St. Gervais; 
he had long, he says, felt a great desire 
to reach the summit of Mont Blanc, 


and being informed that two persons of 


the country had succeeded in ascending 
from Mount Prairion,* and returning 
in one day, the project seemed to be 
rendered so much more feasible than it 
had been usually considered, that he 
determined on making the attempt. 
If we are not mistaken, De Saussure 
made one or two unsuccessful attempts 
also in this direction, which presents 
the most inviting appearance, but which 
he found really full of the most obstinate 
difficulties. ‘The people of Chamounix, 
jealous both for the honour and the profit 
of the route from their valley, discredit- 
ed the story of the two men of the val- 
ley of Mont Joie, and they therefore 
announced their intention of repeating 
their attempt, and exhibiting themselves 
from the summit to their neighbours in 
Chamounix. Dr. Hamel joined them, 
together with the clergyman of St. Ger- 
vais, as well as the clergyman of St. 
Nicholas, amadjoining parish. Accord- 
ingly on the 3d of August last, the an- 
niversary of De Saussure’s ascent, they 

assed the villages of Bionnay and 
iieiisihalh, and halted for the night 
between seven and eight ¢’clock under 





* Mount Prairion is, we believe, a ver- 
nacular name for the whole or part of the 
range of the Fordar, which separates the 
valley of Chamouaix and Montjoie. 
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the shelter of some rocks not far from 
the glacier of Bionnassay. 

The night was beautiful—the writer 
of these remarks well remembers pass- 
ing a night in a somewhat similar situa- 
tion on Montanvert; it was a glorious 
moonlight, and the sublime beauties of 
the scene made an impression on his 
mind, which can never be effaced. Im- 
mediately at his feet lay the sea of ice 5 
before him and far upon the right rose 
towering up the pointed and glittering 
spires of the mountains ; the bells of the 
cattle feeding near, sounded; and the 
wind moaned, from time to time, 
through the straggling and uncherished 
pines, that are thinly scattered near the 
hut; now and then was heard the dull, 
deep ,and distant sound. of an avalanche; 
while the varying but ceaseless roar of 
several watertfalls filled up all the 
breaks and pauses, and was, as it were, 
the ground-work or under-song of this 
assemblage of sublime sights and sounds. 
Dr. Hamel and his companions conti - 
nued their route at half after two in the 
morning, by the light of the moon. A 
little before five, he observed the sun 
beginning to light up, in succession, the 
peaks of the mountains over Sallenche 
—“they seemed to us,” says he, “ who 
were still in darkness, as if a number of 
torches were lighted one after another 
beneath us.” About nine o’clock the 
party had mounted to the top of the 
Aiguille du Gouté, a height of 1980 
toises :* here they rested for half an 
hour, and in two hours more they gain- 
ed the summit of the Dome du Goute, 
2200 toises, or 13,200 feet high. No 
diffic ilties had it seems been encounter- 
ed, nor any dangers of serious magpi- 
tude; but Dr. Hamel suffered a good 
deal from the effect of the rarity of the 
atmosphere; his pulse was much ac- 
celerated, his respiration difficult, and 
he could not walk forty paces without 

* Dr. Hamel neglects to state from what 
level he measures his altitudes; we be- 
lieve, however. that he means either the 
Lake of Geneva, or the Lakes of the four 
Cantons; this will only make a difference 
of 200 feet. The Aiguille du Gouté, and 
the Dome du Goute, are so called verna- 
cularly with reference to the meal corres- 
ponding to our tea, and the position of the 
sun at the time of the day, when it is usu- 
ally taken, with respect to these mountains. 
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stopping for two or three minutes to 
take breath. 

They were now on the next highest 
point to the top of Mont Blanc, proba- 
bly indeed not 300 feet below it; yet 
here the Doctor found himseif so ex- 
hausted, and unable to proceed except at 
so slowa rate, that it would have been 
impossible to reach the object of their 
journey, and again descend to the bot- 
tom of the Goute, before night fall. 
Whether, therefore, there was no other 
safe place to pass the night, or the party 
was unprovided for a second encamp- 
ment, they determined to return with- 
out accomplishing their object. A 
cloud was observed to be gathering 
about the top of Mont Blanc, which 
made them come to their resohition the 
more quickly; they commenced their 
descent, and reached a small inn, the 
Pavillon de Bellevue, about nine at 
night. The difficulties and dangers of 
the descent were greater than those of 
the ascent; the meiting of the ice, by 
the heat of the sun, had loosened the 
stones, on which they trod firmly inthe 
morning ; while walking on most pre- 
cipitous slopes, the rocks constantly 
slid from under them, and they were 
exposed, from time to time, to the roll- 
ing down of others from above, which 
came, he says, with a swiftness, that 
made a whistle in the air. To escape 
from this imminent risk they resolved 
to launch on the snow of a glacier, that 
ef Bionnassay, and slid down nearly 
to the spot on which they had slept the 
preceding night. ‘This process of slid- 
ing down on the snow is rather striking 
to a stranger; the guide leans back 
on his spiked pole, which is placed 
behind him, and setting himself on his 
heels closed together, he descends with 
arapid and even motion any distance 
down an inclined plane, however steep 
or long. Dr. Hamel mentions a fact 
strongly indicative of the danger in 
which they were :—one of the guides, 
he says, wept through fear like a child, 
when they began the descent; we 
should have rather expected him to cry 
from disappointment. For the interests 
of science, it is scarcely to be regretted 
that Dr. Hamel failed in this first at- 
tempt, for it seems to have been made 
so unadvisedly, that he was not pre- 
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pared with the means of taking any 
measurements, or making any one of 
the numerous experiments, which it 
would be desirable to try, at so great a 
height, as the summit of Mont Blanc. 
On the top of the Dome du Goute he 
found his barometer useless, the reser- 
voir being not large enough to contain 
ali the descending quicksilver. 

The second attempt was-made in the 
same month, and with more considera- 
tion; the design was announced at Ge- 
neva, and he found there persons of 
science, both able and willing to suggest 
all the desirable preparations, and to 
facilitate the making of them. Among 
those who assisted him was Theodore 
de Saussure, a descendant of the Alpine 
traveller; as also one whose name we 
should ‘have been indeed surprised to 
kave missed on such an occasion, the 
liberal and amiable Professor Pictet. 
One of his companions was to be a M. 
Selligue, whose object was to try anew 
barometer of his own invention; Mr. 
Henderson (Fellow we believe) of Bra- 
zenose College, and Mr. Dornford, Fel- 
low of Oriel College, also joined him. 
They were furnished with a consider- 
able supply of different philosophical 
instruments; and were prepared to 
make various experiments upon the at- 
mosphere to ascertain its action both on 
the lungs and blood. Being, too, we 
suppose epicurt de grege, the Doctor 
armed himself with a Papin’s digester, 
to prove the possibility of sufficiently 
boiling animal food, even at the greet 
height of the summit of Mont Blanc. 
Our untravelled readers may not be 
aware, that it is among the mortifica- 
tions of the hospitable monks of the 
Great St. Barnard, that they cannot 
boil their meat enough; and our un- 
scientific readers may be equally igno- 
rant that the reason is, that the air be- 
ing very light at suck a height, com- 
presses the water so slightly, that it boils 
before it is thoroughly hot, and is there- 
fore unsuited to the purposes of the 
kitchen. 

On the 16th of August the party set 
out from Geneva, and reached Le 
Prieure the following afternoon; the 
first object was to engage the proper 
number of guides, and to prepare the 
requisite viaticum for the expedition. 
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Joseph Maria Coutet, and Mathieu 
Balmat had been recommended tothem, 
by M. Pictet, for the leaders of their 
band: and it was left to them to select 
ten other guides, so that each stranger 
was under the especial care of three, 
and the whole troop consisted of six- 
teen. At a quarter past five in the 
morning of the 18th, they commenced 
their journey, and first took a direction 
down the valley, towards the glacier des 
Bossons. This is the first object which 
strikes the eye upon entering the vale 
from the Geneva road; and to those 
who have never seen a glacier before, 
the first and distant view is somewhat 
disappointing. In the middle ofa green 
valley, and between dark green pine 
woods, a snow white arm seems to ex- 
tend itself almost aeross to the opposite 
mountain; the features cannot well be 
distinguished, but the contrast of colours 
is felt to be too violent and abrupt. 
But this disappointment ends on a 
nearer approach, when the traveller 
comes to the gigantic features, the large 
masses, the deep intervals, the beauti- 
ful czerulean colour of the ice against 
the light, the ceaseless and varied noises 
of water dripping, streams pouring, 
masses detaching, avalanches descend- 
ing—associated with these,the sublimi- 
ty of the surrounding scenery acts 
strongly upon the mind, and few travel- 
Jers, we helieve, find any thing more 
overpowering than the impressions 
which a glacier gives. Dr. Hamel gives 
a lively description of the feelings 
which he and his companions gave vent 
to when they began to cross the Gla- 
cier—yet we think the one in question 
by no means the most striking in the 
neighbourhood. ‘There is a vastness, 
and a desolate solitariness in the sea of 
ice, as it is called, which almost appals 
the human mind; supposing it to be 
the intention of the traveller to cross 
the sea, he descends to the shore, at a 
point some considerable way up the 
valley ; his mind is prepared for ad- 
venture, by the nature of that descent, 
which is at once beautifully picturesque, 
and hazardous; yet it is not without 
difficulty that he steps on the ice when 
he has reached the shore. Every one 
has seen the line of straws, sticks and 
weeds, which a retiring torrent, or the 
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ebbing tide, leavés behind it ; something 
of this nature, but formed of immense 
rocks, averaging thirty or forty feet in 
height, forms the immediate boundary 
of the ice; these rocks, however, are 
left there, not by a retiring, but a swell- 
ing sea, rolled down at first from moun- 
tains much higher up the valley; a fact 
proved by their difference of composi- 
tion from those at the foot of which 
they lie, and ceaselessly advancing 
with the ceaseless advance of the gla- 
cier. ‘This ceaseless advance is in itself 
a most striking and sublime fact; it is 
awful to think that a mass, so enormous 
as to fill a large valley, to the depth of 
two or three hundred feet, should be 
constantly descending, inaudibly, in- 
visibly, but steadily and surely, upon 
the cultivated and peaceful valley be- 
low; the thought, too, would be very 
alarming ; for vegetation withers before 
it, and one might expect, that a few 
years would suffice to turn all Cha- 
mounix into a large sea of ice; but the 
increasing weight above, which presses 
the glacier on, is compensated by the 
greater influence of the sun at the ex- 
tremity, where the side as well as sur- 
face is exposed to its rays; perpetual 
streams flow from it, and immense 
masses detach, and thundering down 
on the beach below, soon melt away 
and flow into the Arveyron. ‘The sure 
face of the sea of ice itself is full of in- 
teresting objects ; furrowed every where 
with deep crevices, and in many parts 
reared up into lofty ridges, it requires 
no very quick imagination to fancy it a 
troubled sea, arrested at once, and turn- 
ed to stone, in the very fury of the 
storm: at different depths in many of 
the crevices are seen enormous rocks, 
by the compressiomfrom below gradu- 
ally forcing their way upwards to the 
surface; here and there snow bridges 
cross them, narrow, shelving, and thin, 
but which the guides fearlessly, though 
rapidly, pass over. In the summer, 
streams of considerable breadth flow 
upon the surface, and these in general 
find their way, and discharge themselves, 
into what the guides call, not inappro- 
priately, “ Moulins.” These are cir- 


cular apertures in the ice, down which 
the water precipitates itself, two or 
three hundred feet, without a.break; a 
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break, indeed, in the nature of things, 
it can hardly have; for the material 
being ice, of course yields to the action 
of the water; and all the circle is, per- 
haps, as glassy smooth as the lips of 
the crater itself. There is something 
very appalling in these unseen cascades; 
the dark unfathomable depth to which 
a single false step might precipitate you, 
and the thought occurring that you are 
standing on the slippery surface, where 
a false step may so easily be made. 
As you advance up the valley on the 
ice, another very striking object arrests 


the attention: the transition from the 


granite to the schistous rock ; this takes 

place not in any gradual or obscureway, 

but in a straight line down the openside 

of a mountain, all on one side is ptimi- 

tive, on the other secondary. Nor yet 

is the glacier without its softer beauies; 

the path by the rock down to it is tick 

set with wild flowers and flowering 

shrubs; here and there on the surface, 

you find beautiful crystals sparkling on 

the snowy ice, and every where the 
sides of the crevices present a soft pale 
blue light to the eye. Even the freaks 
of nature are mighty in this sublime 
valley; every one has heard of the 
beautiful cavern at the foot of the sea of 
ice, out of which the Arveyron issued 
on the valley; it was the most appro- 
priate dwelling-place imaginable for the 
nymph of a glacier stream; czrulean, 
transparent, fantastic, yetgrand. Some- 
thing occurred in the hidden channel 
above; probably a granite rock was 
forced into it, and stopped the passage ; 
immediately the cavern was deserted, 
and from above there issued out an im- 
mense cascade, more fine and large, 
though less beautiful, than that of Chede, 
and creating a perpetual roar in the 
valley ;—we think we have heard that 
a winter or two since, the cascade ceas- 
ed, and the river returned to its old, or 
found some new vent for its white and 
foaming waters. 

( To be continued. ) 





Visit to a Greek Family. 
(From Williams's Travels in Italy, &e,) 
From Delphi Mr. Williams proceed- 
ed over the ridge of Parnassus to Li- 
vadia, where he was entertained by a 
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Greek of high rank and authority, 2 
gentleman in his manners, and famili- 
arly acquainted with both the French 
and Italian languages, which he spoke 
with equal fluency. After this preface 
our readers will be disappointed, but 
not the less amused, at the following 
account of our noble host’s family ar- 
rangements. 

‘At dinner, we found a table with a 
cloth upon it, dirty and disgusting, and 
darned in a thousand places. A mise- 
rable rusty knife and fork were placed 
for each person. Before dinner the 
Archon washed his hands in our pre- 
sence, the boy kneeling who held the 
ewer. His daughters and two Greek 
gentlemen dined with us. The eldest 
girl was about sixteen years of age, the 
youngest eight. Dinner came in dish 
after dish, and consisted of boiled rice 
and goat’s milk, withnew cheese, lamb’s- 
head, and paste in the shape of pan- 
cakes, kid’s bones stewed with onions, 
paste containing mineed meat, and rice 
rolled in spinage, rost ribs of miserable 
lamb, and other parts of the animal 
laid together, liver, lights, and wind- 
pipe; eggs dyed and boiledhard. Dur- 
ing the whole time of dinner we had 
the same knife and fork, which were 
never wiped. Our Greek friends, men 
and girls, dispensed entirely with that 
convenience. The little miss ate enor- 
mously, and took abundance of oil to 
her food. Her sister sitting squat on 
the divan or sofa, stretched over the 
table, and put the spoon with which she 
eat into every dish, licked it, and rolled 
the cheese about upon her palate, show- 
ing it occasionally on the tip of her 
tongue, and looking as stupid and va- 
cant as an ideot. Sometimes, too, she 
would put her hand into a dish, and 
take out a bone, which she would gnaw 
without ceremony; she yawned, too, 
and belched abominably: the men did 
the same. 

‘After dinner, a boy came with a 
porcelain basin and ewer, when each 
person washed his hands over the same 
basin, the boy kneeling and pouring 
water over them, andthe water passing 
under a perforated cover. The young 
lady placed the basin before her, wash- 
ed. and scrubbéda considerable time, 
and used the same towel which the men 
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Joseph Maria Coutet, and Mathieu 
Balmat had been recommended tothem, 
by M. Pictet, for the leaders of their 
band: and it was left to them to select 
ten other guides, so that each stranger 
was under the especial care of three, 
and the whole troop consisted of six- 
teen. At a quarter past five in the 
morning of the 18th, they commenced 
their journey, and first took a direction 
down the valley, towards the glacier des 
Bossons. This is the first object which 
strikes the eye upon entering the vale 
from the Geneva road; and to those 
who have never seen a glacier before, 
the first and distant view is somewhat 
disappointing. In the middle ofa green 
valley, and between dark green pine 
woods, a snow white arm seems to ex- 
tend itself almost aeross to the opposite 
mountain ; the features cannot well be 
distinguished, but the contrast of colours 
is felt to be too violent and abrupt. 
But this disappointment ends on a 
nearer approach, when the traveller 
comes to the gigantic features, the large 
masses, the deep intervals, the beauti- 
ful ceerulean colour of the ice against 
the light, the ceaseless and varied noises 
of water dripping, streams pouring, 
masses detaching, avalanches descend- 
ing—associated with these, the sublimi- 
ty of the surrounding scenery acts 
strongly upon the mind, and few travel- 
Jers, we helieve, find any thing more 
overpowering than the impressions 
which a glacier gives. Dr. Hamel gives 
a lively description of the feelings 
which he and his companions gave vent 
to when they began to cross the Gla- 
cier—yet we think the one in question 
by no means the most striking in the 
neighbourhood. There is a vastness, 
and a desolate solitariness in the sea of 
ice, as it is called, which almost appals 
the human mind; supposing it to be 
the intention of the traveller to cross 
the sea, he descends to the shore, at a 
point some considerable way up the 
valley; his mind is prepared for ad- 
venture, by the nature of that descent, 
which is at once beautifully picturesque, 
and hazardous; yet it is not without 
difficulty that he steps on the ice when 
he has reached the shore. Every one 
has seen the line of straws, sticks and 
weeds, which a retiring torrent, or the 
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ebbing tide, leaves behind it ; something 
of this nature, but formed of immense 
rocks, averaging thirty or forty feet in 
height, forms the immediate boundary 
of the ice; these rocks, however, are 
left there, not by a retiring, but a swell- 
ing sea, rolled down at first from moun- 
tains much higher up the valley; a fact 
proved by their difference of composi- 
tion from those at the foot of which 
they lie, and ceaselessly advancing 
with the ceaseless advance of the gla- 
cier. ‘This ceaseless advance is in itself 
a most striking and sublime fact; it is 
awful to think that a mass, so enormous 
as to fill a large valley, to the depth of 
two or three hundred feet, should be 
constantly descending, inaudibly, in- 
visibly, but steadily and surely, upon 
the cultivated and peaceful valley be- 
low; the thought, too, would be very 
alarming ; for vegetation withers before 
it, and one might expect, that a few 
years would suffice to turn all Cha- 
mounix into a large sea of ice; but the 
increasing weight above, which presses 
the glacier on, is compensated by the 
greater influence of the sun at the ex- 
tremity, where the side as well as sur- 
face is exposed to its rays; perpetual 
streams flow from it, and immense 
masses detach, and thundering down 
on the beach below, soon melt away 
and flow into the Arveyron. ‘The sure 
face of the sea of ice itself is full of in- 
teresting objects ; furrowed every where 
with deep crevices, and in many parts 
reared up into lofty ridges, it requires 
no very quick imagination to fancy it a 
troubled sea, arrested at once, and turn- 
ed to stone, in the very fury of the 
storm: at different depths in many of 
the crevices are seen enormous rocks, 
by the compressiomfrom below gradu- 
ally forcing their way upwards to the 
surface; here and there snow bridges 
cross them, narrow, shelving, and thin, 
but which the guides fearlessly, though 
rapidly, pass over. In the summer, 
streams of considerable breadth flow 
upon the surface, and these in general 
find their way, and discharge themselves, 
into what the guides call, not inappro- 
priately, “ Moulins.” These are cir- 


cular apertures in the ice, down which 
the water precipitates itself, two or 
three hundred feet, without a. break; a 
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break, indeed, in the nature of things, 
it can hardly have; for the material 
being ice, of course yields to the action 
of the water; and all the circle is, per- 
haps, as glassy smooth as the lips of 
the crater itself. There is something 
very appalling in these unseen cascades; 
the dark unfathomable depth to which 
a single false step might precipitate you, 
and the thought occurring that you are 
standing on the slippery surface, where 
a false step may so easily be made. 
As you advance up thie valley on the 
ice, another very striking object arrests 
the attention: the transition from the 
granite to the schistous rock ;_this takes 
place not in any gradual or obscureway, 
but in a straight line down the openside 
of a mountain, all on one side is piimi- 
tive, on the other secondary. Nor yet 
is the glacier without its softer beauties; 
the path by the rock down to it is tiick 
set with wild flowers and flowering 
shrubs; here and there on the surfice, 
you find beautiful crystals sparkling on 
the snowy ice, and every where the 
sides of the crevices present a soft pale 
blue light to the eye. Even the freaks 
of nature are mighty in this sublime 
valley; every one has heard of the 
beautiful cavern at the foot of the sea of 
ice, out of which the Arveyron issued 
on the valley; it was the most appro- 
priate dwelling-place imaginable for the 
nymph of a glacier stream; czrulean, 
transparent, fantastic, yetgrand. Some- 
thing occurred in the hidden channel 
above; probably a granite rock was 
forced into it, and stopped the passage ; 
immediately the cavern was deserted, 
and from above there issued out an im- 
mense cascade, more fine and large, 
though less beautiful, than that of Chede, 
and creating a perpetual roar in the 
valley ;—we think we have heard that 
a winter. or two since, the cascade ceas- 
ed, and the river returned to its old, or 
found some. new vent for its white and 
foaming waters. 
( To be continued. ) 


Visit to a Greek Family. 
(From Williams’s Travels in Italy, &e,) 
From Delphi Mr. Williams proceed- 
ed over the ridge of Parnassus to Li- 
vadia, where he was entertained by a 
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Greek of high rank and authority, 2 
gentleman in his manners, and famili- 
arly acquainted with both the French 
and Italian languages, which he spoke 
with equal fluency. After this preface 
our readers will be disappointed, but 
not the less amused, at the following 
account of our noble host’s family ar- 
rangements. 

‘At dinner, we found a table with a 
cloth upon it, dirty and disgusting, and 
darned in a thousand places. A mise- 
rable rusty knife and fork were placed 
for each person. Before dinner the 
Archon washed his hands in our pre- 
sence, the boy kneeling who held the 
ewer. His daughters and two Greek 
gentlemen dined with us. The eldest 
girl was about sixteen years ot age, the 
youngest eight. Dinner came in dish 
after dish, and consisted of boiled rice 
and goat’s milk, with new cheese, lamb’s- 
head, and paste in the shape of pan- 
cakes, kid’s bones stewed with onions, 
paste containing mineed meat, and rice 
rolled in spinage, rost ribs of miserable 
lamb, and other parts of the animal 
laid together, liver, lights, and wind- 
pipe; eggs dyed and boiledhard. Dur- 
ing the whole time of dinner we had 
the same knife and fork, which were 
never wiped. Our Greek friends, men 
and girls, dispensed entirely with that 
convenience. The little miss ate enor- 
mously, and took abundance of oil to 
her food. Her sister sitting squat on 
the divan or sofa, stretched over the 
table, and put the spoon with which she 
eat into every dish, licked it, and rolled 
the cheese about upon her palate, show- 
ing it occasionally on the tip of her 
tongue, and looking as stupid and va- 
cant as an ideot. Sometimes, too, she 
would put her hand into a dish, and 
take out a bone, which she would gnaw 
without ceremony; she yawned, too, 
and belched abominably: the men did 
the same. 

‘After dinner, a boy came with a 
porcelain basin and ewer, when each 
person washed his hands over the same 
basin, the boy kneeling and pouring 
water over them, andthe water passing 
under a perforated cover. ‘The young 
lady placed the basin before her, wash- 
ed. and scrubbéd a considerable time, 
and used the same towel which the men 
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had used! Pipes and coffee were pre- 
sented immediately after dinner: stran- 
gers came in and joined in smoking, at 
which many were expert, returning the 
smoke they received in their mouths 
through their nostrils in puffs and suffo- 
cating streams. 

‘In the evening we had cards, and 
three fat ladies made their appearance, 
and squatted on the sofa, their faces so 
much mufiied up, that we could only 
see their eyes; how they contrived to 
breathe I do not know. When they 
moved, they rolled as it were from place 
to place, never spoke, nor were they 
spoken to. The ladies here seem igno- 
rant and stupid. What a contrast to 
our charming womenat home. While 
we were engaged at cards, the servants 
came into the room (to the very boy 
who kneeled to us) to see the gentlemen 
play: even our own servant came and 
played a wretched tune upon the flute, 
to the great delight of all the party. 
In the morning the girls innocently 
peeped in at the windows to see us 
dress, and absolutely came into the 
room while we were shaving. We 
breakfasted by ourselves, and the young 
ladies and female servants stood at the 
table to see us take our tea. I presume 
they had never seen a tea-pot before, 
as they were constantly examining it. 
We begged the girls to sit with us, but 
they declined, nor would they taste our 
tea, on account of the milk which we 
put into it, this day being the beginning 
of their fast of forty days; they, how- 
ever, received some ina paper, which 
they said they would take at some future 
time.’ 

For the Christian Journal. 
Extract from a Sermon delivered in 

Trinity Church, New-York, October 

19, 1820, on occasion of the annual 

meeting of ‘The Corporation for the 

Relief of Widows and Children of 

Clergymen of the Protestant Episco- 

pal Church in theState of New-York,’ 

by the Rev. Seth Hart, Rector of St. 

George’s Church, Hempstead. 

Tsaiah i. 17. 





seck judgment, relieve the 


oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 
widow. 


Relieve the oppressed. This, my bre- 
thren, is a general injunction, compre- 


hending the whole scope of Christian 
benevolence. Improve your time and 
talents, your strength and fortunes, as 
stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
in doing good—instructing the igno- 
rant, and teaching them how to walk in 
the ways of wisdom and safety—sup- 
porting the weak, and strengthening 
them to withstand the aggressions of 
oppressive power—giving assistance to 
the poor and needy, and relieving them 
from their necessities—visiting the sick, 
and administering to their relief—con- 
soling the afflicted, and comforting those 
that mourn in Zion—and, in every way’ 
in your power, alleviating the sufferings 
and distresses of your fellow men, and 
promoting both their temporal and spi- 
ritual welfare. 

‘The Prophet then goes on to specify 
two particulars embraced by this gene- 
ral iajunction, and apparently the most 
important, in the Divine mind, for our 
observance : Judge the fatherless, plead 


Sor the widow. To judge, in its scrip- 


tural use, is a term Of various import. 
In this case it means rightly to under- 
stand and discern—duly consider the 
case of fatherless children—their weak- 
ness and citen helpless condition—their 
affliction under bereavement—and their 
infantile state of exposure to want and 
every worldly evil, when thus deprived 
of the protecting and supporting arm, 
and guiding counsel ofa father. Rightly 
judge of their condition and their neces- 
sities, and realizing how greatly they 
are oppressed with real and threatened 
evils, make them the objects of your 
charitable care and watchfulness, and be 
instrumental of their relief and comfort. 
Plead for the widow. As another 
subject of oppression, under the burden 
of affliction and bereavement, the widow 
also is presented to consideration as a 
primary object of charitable aid. And 
to plead for, implies not only that we 
endeavour by persuasive language to 
influence others to give them relief ac- 
cording to their necessities, but that we 
add the influence of our example, in ac- 
tual deeds of charity, for their comfort 
and support—that others, seeing our 
good works, may go and do likewise. 
Judge the fatherless—plead for the 
widow. ‘These words, brethren, with 
the foregoing explanatory remarks upon 
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the text and context, it is hoped will 
enforce upon your minds a due consi- 
deration of the particular object of cha- 
ritable contribution which is this day 
presented, and a due attention to its 
claims. ‘To most of you, it is presun- 
ed, the special object of our present so- 
licitations is well understood. But, for 
the information of others, I would pre- 
mise that, for many years, a society has 
been organized, and incorporated by the 
legislature of this state, consisting of 
most of the Episcopal clergy, and a 
respectable number of other gentlemen, 
by the style and title of “ The Corpo- 
ration for the Relief of Widows and 
Children of deceased Clergymen.” It 
began here with funds apportioned to 
them from the funds of a corporation 
for the same purpose, embracing the 
three states of Pennsylvania, New-York, 
and New-Jersey, which had been in 
operation for many years before the 
revolutionary war—and the funds of 
this corporation have been since in- 
creasing from the annual payment of a 
small sum by each of its members. 
Agreeably to its constitution, a certain 
part of the income of the fund is annu- 
ally distributed, in a specific ratio, 
among the widows and children of de- 
ceased clergymen who were members 
of the society. And, fora number of 
years, the benefits of the institution have 
been experienced, in the relief it has 
given to numbers, who would otherwise 
have more forcibly felt the want of that 
support which they had been deprived 
of by the death of ahusband and a father. 
By arule of the society, a sermon is to 
be annually preached, as on this day, 
for the purpose of obtaining a collection 
from public charity, to be added to the 
fund of the corporation. And it has 
devolved on me, at this time, to address 
you on the subject. And however in- 
efficient, in themselves, my endeavours 
may be to excite your liberality, I would 
hope that a bare knowledge of the be- 
nevolent design of the institution, may 
so operate upon your charitable feel- 
ings, and kind sympathies, that the 
funds of the corporation will not suffer 
through my weakness. 
Relieve the oppressed, judge the fa- 
therless, plead for the widow. The 
general import of these words I have 
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endeavoured to illustrate. The appli- 
cation of them to the present occasion 
remains to be enforced. If the widow 
and the fatherless are to be considered 
generally, as primary objects of kind at- 
tention and relief, among those who are 
oppressed and suffer evil in the world, 
I presume, if you will but candidly seek 
judgment upon the subject, you will 
realize in your hearts that the widows 
and fatherless children of deceased cler- 
gymen, generally, stand first among 
those who need to be assisted by the 
charities of a Christian community. 

It seems to be established, almost as 
an article of faith among mankind, that 
the clergy ought not to be rich in this 
world’s goods. And, with more con- 
sistency than they usually discover in 
matters more immediately connected 
with their own spiritual interests, they 
pretty uniformly show their faith by 
their works. For, with few exceptions, 
the livings given to the clergy are but 
a bare competency for present neces 
sary comforts. I say not this by way 
of censure or complaint. Perhaps it is 
right and best it should be so. For 
myself I am content. My trust is, 
with resignation, in God and his provi- 
dence, living or dying. But for those 
to whom Iam allied by the strongest 
ties of nature and obligation—who are 
dearest to my heart, and dependent on 
me for their support and daily comforts, 
and who may be soon deprived of that 
their only present dependence, by my 
death, I feel as a husband and a father. 
And I presume my views and feelings 
are in unison with the trembling, though 
submissive, anxieties of many of my 
brethren. And to such, if any there 
be, among the clergy, who are relieved 
from this source of anxiety, by the pos- 
session of wealth, otherwise acquired 
than by their professional income, } 
would appeal with as great warmth as 
to others, that they contribute of their 
abundance to the relief of their more 
needy brethren. 

It may, perhaps, be thought expedi- 
ent that I should first endeavour to ex- 
cite your respect and kindness for the 
clergy, by exhibiting to your view, in 
studied flights of eloquence, the im- 
portance, and the beauties of the Gos- 
pel dispensation, and the necessity and 
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usefulness of Gospel ministrations. But, 
my brethren, these things have so often 
been sounded in your ears, with all the 
force of argument and persuasion, by 
abler advocates, that if still unconvinc- 
ed and unmoved, we may with proprie- 
iy remind you of father Abraham’s - 
claration to Dives, in the parable, i 
respect to his impenitent brethren on 
the earth—If they hear not Moses and 
the Prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead. 
But, beloved, we are persuaded better 
things of you; and shall, with confi- 
dence in the correctness of your views, 
and the goodness of your hearts, address 
you as Christians, and as men, upon 
the real state of facts, and the necessi- 
ties of the case in question; and we 
doubt not your sympathies will excite 
you to active charity; and we can as- 
sure you, in the words of the Apostle, 
that God is not unrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of love. 

It 1s well known that the clergy of the 
present day are not enabled, from their 
salaries, to lay by much, if any thing, 
in store, for their support and comfort 
in old age, if life be sparedthem; or for 
the wants of their families if they be 
taken away. And there are few pos- 
sessed of wealth, otherwise acquired, 
on which they can securely rest their 
expectations. And were it more gene- 
rally the case, justice, as well as Gospel 
rule, forbids that they who are minis- 
tered unto should withhold a due re- 
ward from those who minister to their 
spiritual wants. For the labourer is 
worthy of his hire, said our blessed 
Saviour, speaking of those whom he 
sent forth to preach the Gospel. 

The nature of our ministerial office 
is such, that there is really an inconsis- 
tency and impropriety in our being en- 
gaged in worldly business of profit, 
which must necessarily call off the mind 
and attention from spiritual concerns 
and official duties. But we must say 
in the language of the Apostle to the 


men of Lystra—We also are men of 


kike passions with you. And, when 
under the pressure of present necessity, 
or fearful apprehensions of future want 
to ourselves or families, it can hardly 
be thought strange, however it may be 
acknowledged wrong, if we have been 


found, in some instances, to have yield- 
ed to the temptation of some inviting 
prospect of gain, in speculative worldly 
concerns, in hope of finding that relief 
of which we must otherwise have de- 
spaired. But,alas! experience teaches 
that when thus tempted truantly to 
swerve from the line of professional du- 
ty, we find ourselves so comparatively 
deficient in worldly wisdom that our 
projects prove abortive; and, instead 
of relief trom trouble, we find only dis- 
appointments and increased evils.— 
Happy would it be, therefore, if the 
pious clergyman, devoted in sincerity 
to the service of the sanctuary, could 
be freed from this source of agitation; 
and resting secure and quiet in the en- 
joyment of present competency, and a 
reasonable prospect of future comfort 
to his family, might be enabled, with a 
single eye, to minister in holy things, 
to the honour of himself and his sacred 
office, and to the greater spiritual ad- 
vantage of the people of his charge. 

But an objection may arise in your 
minds, calculated to lessen the force of 
our persuasions, and which it is proper 
to obviate before we proceed. 

Why, it may be asked, should the 
ministers of the Gospel, who take so 
much pains to persuade us of the over- 
ruling providence of God, and to en- 
force upon us the duty of confidence in 
his goodness, and resignation to his will, 
be so distrustful of that providence, and 
so very anxious for the future temporal 
comfort of their families? Why are 
they not more ready to set us examples 
of obedience to divine commands, and 
faith in the divine promises? Our Sa- 
viour, after having enforced the doctrine 
of the general providence of God, and 
his more special care of man, as supe- 
rior to, and better than, all other crea- 
tures, says, Take, therefore, no thought, 
that is, no anxious thought, for the 
morrow, for the morrow shall take 
thought for the things of itself ; suffi- 
cient unto the day is the evil thereof. 
And, which is more immediately appli- 
cable to the subject now under consi- 
deration, God says, by his Prophet Je- 
remiah, Leave thy fatherless children, 
I will preserve them alive—and let thy 
widows trust in me. Why then are 
Gospel ministers the first to discover 
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their anxieties, and to cry aloud for hu- 
man aid, as if distrustful of the promises 
of God? 

Indeed, my brethren, we are not 
distrustful of the promises or of the pro- 
vidence of God. But we consider and 
know that God does not ordinarily ope- 
rate by miracles, or without means, 
and that he will perform his premises 
by the instrumentality of secondary 
agents. And we look to you as the in- 
struments and agents by which his pro- 
mises are to be fulfilled, our children 
preserved alive, and our widows pro- 
vided for. And being mindful also of 
the Apostle’s declaration that, If any 
provide not for his own, and especially 
for those of his own household, he hath, 
practically, denied the faith, and is 
worse than an infidel; we feel ourselves 
prompted, by both affection and duty, 
to excite you to action in relieving the 
oppressed ; judging, with due consider- 
ation, the condition and the wants of 
the fatherless, and, by your liberal ex- 
ample, pleading for the widow. 

And when you consider that as the 
Apostles were, so are we, men of like 
passions with others, you will, we trust, 
feel the force and propriety of our ap- 
peal; while you candidly examine your 
own bosoms, as husbands and parents, 
and realize your own anxieties for those 
that are dear to your hearts, and de- 
pendent upon you for their daily com- 
forts and continued support, as their na- 
tural guardians and protectors, 

Lay aside, for a moment, we entreat 
you, your habitual confidence in your 
wealth, your health, and strength, the 
activity of early manhood, and the more 
ripened powers of middle age. Forget, 
for a time, the imagined security with 
which you have enjoyed your affluence, 
your ease, and your honours, and anti- 
cipated, with hopeful prospect, the con- 
tinuance of these blessings, with in- 

crease from your successful engage- 
ments in business of worldly profit; and 
realize, with me, the possession of only 
a moderate competency for the present 
year, after having passed the morning 
and the midday course of life in la- 
bours of love, unproductive of surplus 
gain, and furnishing nothing substan- 
tial in reserve for wife and children. 
And anticipate, with me, the time, 
Vou. V. 
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which must be near at hand, when the 
keevers of the house shall trembie, and 
the strong men shall bow themselves, 
and the grinders shall cease, because 
they are few, and those that look out 
of the windows shall be darkened ; and, 
all the powers of manhood being de- 
cayed and gone, the dust shall return 
unto the dust as it was, and the spirit 
shall return to God who gave it. 

Can you realize and anticipate all 
this, my brethren, as your own case, 
and not be anxiously fearful of the fu- 
ture wants of those who are now the 
objects of your tenderest care and affec- 
tion, and will be thus deprived of their 
only earthly support? For want is to 
be considered, like all other things, good 
or bad, in a comparative point of light, 
and does not consist, exclusively, in the 
deprivation of those things which are 
absolutely necessary to the preservation 
of life and bodily comforts, but in the 
curtailment of those reasonable enjoy- 
ments and advantages te which we have 
been long accustomed, and to which the 
mind and feelings have been formed 
and fashioned by education and settled 
habits of living. And in the exercise 
of all that humility becoming a truly 
Christian people, it would doubtless be 
your wish that every clergyman should 
so educate his family, as not only to 
habituate them to the practice of piety, 
but to qualify them for the society of 
the good and virtuous, of respectable 
rank and character. And if thus edu- 
cated, and accustomed to those habits 
of living and of feeling best calculated 
for respectability and usefulness, the 
failure of those sources necessary to 
support them in that course of useful- 
ness and respectability, must be consi- 
dered as real want to them, and an 
event which every pious Christian must 
assuredly wish to be instrumental in 
averting. 

Come then, husbands and fathers, 
and with the feelings of brethren and 
friends, unite with us in endeavouring 
to make provision for relieving the op- 
pressed, the fatherless children, and the 
widows of those who now minister to 
your spiritual necessities. Come wives 
and mothers, and children of ever 
age, who.are now blessed of God with 
the means of doing good, come, and in 
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sympathy for the objects of our humble 
solicitations, under their anticipated op- 
pression of want and privation, cast in 
your gifts with the rich men of the 
Gospel, or even your mites with the 
poor widow, into the treasury of the 
Lord, sacred to charity. Inthe words 
of Apocryphal Scripture, I would ex- 
hort you, Be merciful after thy power. 
If thou hast much, give plenteously. If 
thou hast little, do thy diligence gladly 
to give of that little: For so gatherest 
thou thyself a good reward in the day 
of necessity. 

Brethren, having thus, as the ap- 
pointed advocate, endeavoured to in- 
struct you in seeking judgment on the 
ease under consideration, and to en- 
force upon your minds the principles of 
duty, I commend you to the influences 
of divine grace to direet you, and leave 
you at issue with the God of heaven. 
His command is, Relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for the wi- 
dow. And, for your encouragement In 
duty, his promise is, If ye be willing 
and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 
the land ; ye shall enjoy the divine fa- 
vour in this life, and the blessing of 
eternal rest and felicity in the Chris- 
tian’s land of promise, the heavenly 
Canaan. But his awful threatening is, 
If ye refuse and rebel, if ye be disobe- 
dient to my commands, ye shall be de- 
voured with the sword; the sword of 
justice and of wrath, for the mouth of 
the Lord hath spekenit. Amen. 


THE PSALMS. 


Extracts from the New Family Bible now 
publishing by 1. & J. Swords, under the 
direction of the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. 


The passages within brackets are added to this edition 
¢ a by the American editor.) 


Psatm XXVI. Ver. 1. Judge me,O 
Lorp; for I have walked in mine inte- 
grity: I have trusted also in the Lorp ; 
therefore I shall not slide. 


[ We have here an appeal to God, in be- 
half of injured and calumniated innocence. 
This was the case of David, with regard 
to the accusations of Saul; of Christ, with 
regard to those of the Jews; and it is of- 
ten the case of the Church, and of good 
men in the world; for whose use this Psalm 
seems peculiarly calculated. Bp. Herne. } 


. 


2. Examine me, O Lorp, and prove 
me; try my reins and my heart. 


[A trial of this sort might be desired by 
David, and may be desired by men, like 
him, conscious of their integrity, as to the 
particular crimes charged upon them by 
the malice of their enemies. Christ alone 
could ask such a trial at large, as being 
pr ed free from every kind and degree 
of sin; and certain of receiving additional 
lustre from the increasing heat of the fur- 
nace. Bp. Horne. } 


8. Lorp, I have loved the habitation 


of thy house, and the place where thine 
honour dwelleth. 


(8. Lord, Ihave loved the habitation of 
thy house, | With what ardent affection the 
banished prophet sighs for the beauty of 
holiness in the Church, the most amiable 
object on earth, because the nearest re- 
semblance of heaven, where is the. true 
* habitation of Ged’s house, and the ta- 
bernacle of his glory;” since of the hea- 
venly Jerusalem, St. John tells us, that 
the “ Losd God Almighty and the Lamb 
are the temple,” Rev. xxi. 22. Bp. Horne.} 

David’s earnest desire to serve God in 
the tabernacle, should stir us up to dis- 
charge the duties of religion with the 
same fervency. But the care this pious 
king took to purify himself before he went 
unto the altar of God, should convince us, 
that in order to appear in the presence of 
God, we should be pure, and lead a holy 
life. Lastly, we should join with David 
in the prayer which he sies up to God at 
the end of this psalm, and beseech him to 
preserve us from being like the wicked, 
lest we share with them in the punish- 


ments that are prepared for them. Oster- 
vald. 


Psatm XXVII. Ver. 1. The Lorp 
7s my light and my salvation; whom 
shall I fear? the Lorn is the strength of 
my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 


[The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
&c. | God is our “ light,” as he showeth 
us the state we are in, and the enemies we 
have to encounter; he is our * strength,” 
as he enableth us, by his grace, to cope 
with, and overcome them; and he is our 
* salvation,” as the author and finisher of 
our deliverance from sin, death, and Sa- 
tan. Bp. Horne. } 


12. Deliver me not over unto the 
will of mine enemies: for false witnesses 
are risen up against me, and such as 
breathe out cruelty. 

{ David had his enemies and false accus- 
ers; Christ also had his; and every child 
of God hath need to petition for deliver- 
ance from the great enemy of his salva- 
tion, the grand accuser of the brethren, 
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who is ever breathing out malice and cru- 
elty against the body and members of 
Christ. Bp. Horne.) 


14. Wait on the Lorn: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen thine 
heart: wait, I say, on the Lorn. 


[We should patiently “ Wait on the 
Lord,” till the few and evil days of our 
pilgrimage pass away, and we arrive at the 
mansions prepared for us in the house of 
our heavenly Father; till our warfare be 
accomplished, and terminate in the peace 
of God; till the storms and tempests of 
wintry time shall give place to the un- 
clouded calm, and the ever blooming plea- 
sures of eternal spring. Bp. Horne.] 

In this Psalm we are to remark, 1st. 
That those who fear God and trust in him, 
are never afraid of men; but are calm and 
unshaken, even when reduced to the most 
deplorable condition. 2dly. That the most 
inestimable advantage, and the greatest 
consolation we can enjoy in this world, is, 
to meet often in the house of God, there 
to praise and adore him, and to receive 
the testimonies of his favour. Sdly. That 
when God does incline our hearts to seek 


his face, we should improve the mercy, - 


and not slight the gracious invitation. 
Ostervald. 


Psaum XXVIII. Ver. 5. Because 
they regard not the works of the Lorn, 
nor the operation of his hands, he shall 
detroy them, and not build them up. 


[5. Because they regard not the works of 
the Lord,| In a general sense, they are 
said, (as Isa. v. 12,) “ not to regard the 
work of the Lord, nor to consider the ope- 
ration of his hands:” who being taken up 
with other cares, as the ambitious and co- 
yetous; or excluding all care from them- 
selves, and therein placing greatest hap- 
piness; neither of what happens to them- 
selves, in the course of their lives; nor 
what happens unto others, either publicly 
or privately, thereby to understand the 
wavs of God, and of his providence, make 
any observation at all; who neither in ad- 
versity nor prosperity go beyond nature 
and common chance: so they live, and so 
they die. ‘hey also more particularly may 
be charged with those words, who are al- 
together for the present, and judge of men 
generally as good or bad, in favour or out 
of favour with God, from their present 
condition, and what happens unto them in 
this world. Whereas it is a mystery of 
providence, to husband our salvation by 
contraries; and to let them have their wills 
in this world most, that have least of God’s 
favour. Ainsworth. ] 


8. The Lorn is their strength, and 
he is the saving strength of his anointed. 
A prayer collected out of the above 
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Psalm: O heavenly Father, we humbly 
beseech thy goodness, when we cry unto 
thee, to hear our supplications; for if thou 
turn away thine ear, and neglect to give 
us audience in these our pressures and af- 
flictions, the.men of thy hand will prevail 
against us, and bring down our life into 
the pit. We acknowledge before thee that 
our ways have been perverse, our works 
wicked, and the imagination of our hearts 
only vain and evil continually: yet, O 
Lord, we desire to be holy; render, there- 
fore, unto us, not according to our deserts, 
but according to thy great mercies. Bp. 
Nicholson. 


9. Save thy people, and bless thine 
inheritance: feed them also, and lift 
them up for ever. 


(9. Save thy people, &c.] Save us, O 
Lord Jesus, from our sins; bless us, O 
thou Son of Abraham, with the blessing 
of righteousness; feed us, O thou good 
Shepherd of the sheep; and lift us up for 
ever from the dust, O thou who art the 
resurrection and the life! Bp. Horne} 











Narrative of a young Lady. 
[From George Man Burrow’s Inquiry into cer- 
tain Errors relative to Insanity. ] 

A young lady, aged about 22, not the 
only member of her family marked by 
natural genius, but of acutely nervous 
sensibility and delicacy of constitution, 
had, from living in a state of afiluence, 
retired with her mother to a modest 
cottage, in a beautifully situated village, 
where she soon engaged herself in every 
pursuit that an ardent imagination and 
pure philanthropy dictate. She was 
the instructress of the poor, and the 
comforter of the distressed. In short, 
she was an enthusiast in every opinion 
she adopted, or duty that she.undertook. 
In this frame of body .and mind, a mi- 
nister, not less remarkable for his zeal 
than for his persuasive powers in en- 
forcing certain theological tenets, set- 
tled inthe same place. Struck with 
his discourses, she gradually imbibed 
his doctrines, though very opposite to 
those which she had been taught. She 
grew very disquieted, and although be- 
comingly pious and attentive before, 
henceforth she devoted herself entirely 
to theological studies; byt without in- 
terruption of those good works in which 
she was ever engaged. Her health, 
however, soon suffered by the extraordi- 
nary ardour she displayed in the per- 
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formance of the various duties she had 
now undertaken. ‘To wean her from 
pursuits which were evidently making 
as great inroads on her peace of mind 
as on her corporeal system, she was 
removed to the sea-sidé. Here her 
case was unfortunately mistaken, her 
health grew worse, and her spirits more 
unequal. She returned home; and it 
was at this period she wrote to a phy- 
sician in a contiguous provincial city, 
not less distinguished for his private 
qualities than his loye of science, the 
following letter : 

“ Dear Sir—The benevolent and per- 
severing attention which I saw you ex- 
ercise last summer for my unhappy 
friends, induces me to think that any 
opportunity of doing good is welcome 
to you, and that you will not, on ac- 
count of its length, and the time it may 


occupy, refuse to read the statement of 


a case which I think requires a fuller 
explanation than ordinary. 

“ T amnot, I hope, prompted to write 
to you by the despicable wish to speak 
of myself, but by a sincere desire to 
profit by your assistance in avoiding 
errors, and becoming as useful as the 
measure of my talents will permit. 

“] believe your penetration must 
have discovered, when my mother con- 
sulted you for me, that I concealed some 
part of my disorder from you; and you 
probably conjectured the hidden part 
was a mental disease; since whatever 
ierrors infirmity of body may bring on, 
weakness of mind, I believe, only can 
produce an excessive fear of human opi- 
nions. 

“ It was early decided by a medical 
friend ef my family, that my constitu- 
tion was extremely irritable; a sen- 
tence which was quite Incomprehensi- 
ble to me till experience too well ex- 
plained it. In my earliest childhood 
my spirits were very weak, and I fre- 
quently shed tears, though when asked 
by my mother what was the reason, [ 
could never give any. However, I 
felt that | wanted something. Perhaps 
the discipline used for me was not ex- 
actly suited; but I know not how it 
could have been otherwise, since my 
mother’s natural character was as dif- 
ferent as possible from mine, so that no 
experience could lead her to understand 
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me. My outward appearance was ex- 
ceedingly calm, so that I resembled 
more the statue of achild than one 
alive. My mother thought that so 
much apparent moderation needed no 
correction, and she did not know that 
I wanted all the assistance that the 
most watchful care could give me. As 
this was the case I was too much in- 
dulged, I believe. As a father, sir, 
you will comprehend many little things 
that to another might appear ridiculous, 
and they will not appear unimportant 
to you because they are childish.— 
Amongst your children’s books there 
may perhaps be one of Scripture Histo- 
ry, with prints, and amongst them one 
of Nebuchadnezzar in his state of degra- 
dation, very ill executed, and probably 
ridiculous enough. When I was very 
little, perhaps before I could read, my 
mother found me crying violently over 
this print; and, on inquiry, found it 
was because I thought I might, at some 
time or other, become like this king. 
She laughed at me very naturally, and 
I felt much relieved and thought there 
was no danger. Yet, if I am not mis- 
taken, I had then felt, for the first time, 
that fear and abhorrence of evil which 
has never till lately been sufficiently 
strong in my mind to produce good. 

“ The clergyman of my native place 
is a very good man. His doctrines 
were, in that country, almost universal- 
ly considered as methodistical; yet 
they are to be found in almost every 
page of the Bible, and at this time are 
preached, I believe, in almost every 
pulpit, from that of the University to 
that of the most obscure village, as the 
doctrines of the Church of England. 
Opposition had perhaps inflamed his 
zeal, and induced him to dwell more on 


faith than on morality; and it was very’ 


seldom that we heard him explain and 
enforce the intimate union between 
them; his sermons made considerable 
impression on my mind; but the vio- 
lence, rather than the warmth of his 
manner, made it a painful one, and it 
was not productive of any active effect. 

“ When I was about twelve years 
old, my sister, a child of extraordinary 
talents and virtues, died, at the age of 
fourteen, with Christian hope and joy. 
Her death, succeeded as it was by a 
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train of family misfortunes, very much 
withdrew my mother’s attention from 
me, and I became most completely at 
my own disposal. In a year or two I 
fell into extreme indolence. In this 
slavery I have remained till within a 
few days, not without almost constant 
self-abhorrence, and some severe strug- 
gles. 

“ Your knowledge, Sir, must make 
it unnecessary for me to describe the 
debility of constitution, the stupidity of 
understanding, and the insensibility of 
heart which are the consequences of 
sloth. From these assuredly nothing 
but the mercy of God could deliver me. 
This I have long resisted, though I 
have seen it in the beauty of the mate- 
rial creation, heard it from the lips of 
human genius, and felt it, in the appli- 
cation of the Scriptures, by my con- 
science. 

“ Now that I have conquered my 

sinful habit, and have reason to hope 
that ‘ more grace will be given,’ I have 
still some very painful apprehensions. 
The weakness of my understanding is 
such, that a short calculation, or a few 
moves at chess, gives me a violent 
head-ache, and a universal trembling. 
The activity and force of my imagina- 
tion appear to me such, that if I were 
left to myself there is no extravagance 
of which I could not be guilty. I have 
happily found some little active em- 
ployment; but when I am doing any 
thing which is merely mechanical, I 
feel as if (without having any intention 
of removing) it were impossible for me 
to keep my seat. When, at such times, I 
can find an opportunity of reading afew 
verses in the Bible, 1 feel immediately 
quite calm; but I cannot quite avoid 
the fear that I should abuse even the 
medicine of life. Ihave happily, in my 
brother, a friend, on whose strength of 
mind and goodness of heart I can rely 
with perfect confidence; but he, per- 
haps, wants some of that peculiar know- 
ledge and experience which may be 
necessary forme. A sensation of sick- 
ness, which accompanies my most im- 
patient feelings, and a degree of rest- 
lessness at night gives me some hopes, 
that, by the aid of medicine, I might be 
placed m a more secure state. 

“ You will, L hope, excuse the length 
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of my letter, as I thought it right to 
give you atrue and sincere statement 
of my course of life, as far as regards 
this subject. 

“ T must add that nothing bat my be- 
lief of your confidence in the sacrifice 
which has been made for the sins of the 
whole world, could have induced me to 
make this disclosure. If I had not this 
faith, the knowledge of my offences 
would be death to me; and I cannot 
endure that any person who does not 
possess it should knew them.” 

Nothing can so truly delineate the 
state of a fine but erratic mind, con- 
tending against morbid feelings and 
perceptions, as this simple but elegant 
appeal ; or give a more clear prognostic 
of what was likely to happen. In fact, 
about a fortnight after it was written, a 
severe paroxysm of mania followed. 
In a short time she was carried to 
to be under the care of the 
physician to whom the letter was ad- 
dressed. 

With all the seeming candour which 
pervades her statement, some art is ap- 
parent. She alludes to the tenets of 
the clergyman of her native place, 
which she denies having had when a 
child, “ any active effect” on her, in the 
very terms which she would, had she 
had courage, have described the effect 
of the new doctrines she had recently 
heard; and which had actually produc- 
ed on her mind the impression she de- 
precates. 

In about three months the case ap- 
pearing confirmed insanity, she was 
removed to lodgings near town, to be 
under my care. In this stage I first 
saw her. She was past the sense of all 
moral attentions: her intellectual fa- 
culties were wholly absorbed; con- 
sciousness was denied; volition only 
seemed to be exercised. But in her 
soliloquies, or rather ramblings, what 
she said betrayed the inward workings; 
and that all thoughts were bent on reli- 
gious subjects. She was, however, 
eventually cured. 

With the restoration of her under- 
standing her religious enthusiasm sub- 
sided; and she again resumed all the 
elegant and lighter accomplishments of 
which she was mistress, but had long 
neglected. As a convalescent, she re- 
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mained some weeks under my direction. 
‘Then, contrary to my earnest advice, 
she returned to her usual place of resi- 
dence. Former associations were re- 
newed; and she was allowed to pursue 
her own inclinations. Her health soon 
again became disordered: shortly she 
imbibed the most frightful and delusive 
impressions; and she was threatened 
with a complete relapse into her former 
mental malady. In this state, I found 
her when requested to visit her in the 
county of Fortunately, the 
means prescribed preserved her from 
this calamity. 





a 


(From the Supplement to the Evangelical Ma- 
gazine, for the year 1820.) 
Anawful Fact, as we are assured by a 

respectable Correspondent. 
Sir, 
I beg leave to state a fact, which 
took place some time ago. A young 
lady, the darling of her parents, and 
who was brought up in all the follies of 
fashion, till she was completely imbued 
with the spirit of the world, was sud- 
denly taken ill. Great alarm was ex- 
cited. No less than three physicians 
were called in to rescue this favourite 
child from death; but alas! all was in 
vain; their utmost efforts were ineflec- 
tual. All aghast at the attack of the 
fierce invader, an awful silence took 
place, interrupted only by the sobs of a 
tond mother, broken hearted and in de- 
spair. The physicians agreed in judg- 
ment that this young creature must die, 
and that she could survive the attack 
but a very short period. Judge what 
a scene of distress must ensue! See the 
father’s heart agonized to destraction ! 
But what she said before she died, must, 
if possible, increase the agony of both 
parents. She was informed that she 
must now fall a prey to death—that a 
few hours would terminate her existence 
upon earth! Judge how this gay young 
lady must herself feel. Collecting all 
her strength, she requested that her gay 
companions might be sent ior. They 
were immédiately sent for; and with 
great anxiety entered this mansion of 
misery. The dying young lady, on 
seeing her associates in folly, addressed 
them to the following effect—‘ I am go- 
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ing to die’! How awfully have we neg- 
lected God and religion, and mispent 
our invaluable time. With my dying 
breath I exhort you to repent before it 
is too late ;’ and then, in the presence 
of this company of fashionable young 
people, she thus addressed her own 
father—* You have been the unhappy 
instrument of my being—you fostered 
me in pride, and led me in the path of 
sin; you never once warned me of my 
danger :—now, nov, it is too late. In 
a few hours you will have to cover me 
with earth; but remember—while you 
are casting earth upon my body, my 
soul will bein hell! and yourselves the 
miserable cause !’—Here she paused, 
and presently closed her eyes in death! 

What think you of thisfact? Are you 
a parent ? what must these parents feel 
on hearing this charge, these accusa- 
tions of their own child in her dying 
moments ? Would not the chamber be- 
come to them a scene of indescribable 
distress >—-Would not the mother be- 
dew her dying pillow with her tears, 
and try to bring back the departing 
spirit by her frantic shrieks ? Ah! what 
a scene was this! How petrifying to 
the feelings of a humane heart ! 

Parents, can you contemplate this 
scene without feelings of the deepest 
melancholy? O, had she been your 
daughter! In these last complicated 
agonies, no comforter at hand—no mes- 
senger of peace who should say, ‘ Be- 
hold the Lamb of God who taketh away 
the sin of the world.’ Alas! all was 
silence. 

Young people, had you witnessed 
this scene, what impression would it 
have made on you? Would you have 
resolved to renounce the world, to read 
the scriptures, to believe in Christ, to 
walk with God? By his grace go and 
do so now: for ‘now, and now only is 
the accepted time.’ T. H. 








(From the same.) 


The observation of the Lord’s Day re- 
markably rewarded ; an anecdote ta- 
ken from a Tract printed at Bristol, 
by the Bristol Society for Promoting 
Religious Knowledge. No. 117. 


Tue writer remembers hearing of a 
Barber, who lived at Bath in the last 
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century: passing a Church or Meeting 
one Sunday, he peeped in just as the 
minister was giving out his text, ‘ Re- 
member the Sabbath-day to keep it holy,’ 
Exodus xx. 8; he listened long enough 
to be convinced that he was constantly 
breaking the laws of God and man, by 
shaving and dressing his customers on 
Sunday. He became uneasy, and went 
with a heavy heart to his Sunday task. 
At length he took courage, and opened 


his mind to the minister; who advised. 


him to give up Sunday dressing, and 
worship God. He replied, beggary 
would be the consequence; he had a 
flourishing trade, but it would almost all 
be lost. He told him he must not confer 
with flesh and blood; but trust God, 
who requires from us no more than is 
for our good—never asks us to make 
any sacrifice, but he will abundantly 
compensate ; the command being ab- 
solute, admits of no relaxation. 

He could not bring his mind to it at 
once ; sounded his customers, and soon 
found they would employ another. At 
length, after many asleepless night spent 
in weeping and praying, he was deter- 
mined to cast all his care on God; as 
the more he reflected, the more his duty 
became apparent. 

He discontinued Sunday dressing ; 
went constantly and early to Church or 
Meeting, and soon enjoyed that self- 
gratulation which is one of the rewards 
of doing our duty, and in due time that 
‘ peace of God which the world can nei- 
ther give nor take away.’ The conse- 
quences he foresaw actually followed : 
his genteel customers left him, as he was 
nicknamed a Puritan, or Methodist. 
He was obliged to give up his fashion- 
able shop; and, from various gradations 
in life, in the course of years he became 
so reduced as to take a cellar under the 
old Market-house, and shave the farm- 
ers ! 

One Saturday evening, between light 
and dark, a stranger from one of the 
coaches asking for a Barber, was di- 
rected by the hostler to the cellar oppo- 
site. Coming in hastily, he requested 
to be shaved quickly, while they chang- 
ed horses, as he did not like to violate 
the Sabbath /—This was touching the 
poor Barber on a tender chord: he burst 
into tears, asked the stranger to kend him 
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a halfpenny to buy a candle, as it was 
not light enough to shave him with 
safety. He did so, revolving in his mind 
the extreme poverty to which the poor 
man must be reduced, before he could 
make such a request. 

When shaved, he said—* There must 
be something extraordinary in your his- 
tory, which I have not now time to hear. 
Here is half-a-crown for you; when I 
return, I will call and investigate your 
case. What is your name ?’ 

‘William Reed,’ said the astonished 
Barber. 

‘William Reed!’ echoed the stran- 
ger; ‘ William Reed, by your dialect 
you are from the West.’ 

‘ Yes, Sir; from Kingston, near Taun- 
ton.’ 

‘ William Reed, from Kingston, near 
Taunton !—What was your father’s 
name f? 

‘ Thomas.’ 

‘ Had he any brother ?? 

‘Yes, Sir; one, after whom I was 
named; but he went to the Indies; and 
as we never heard from him, we sup- 
pose him to be dead.’ 

‘Come along, follow me!’ said the 
stranger. ‘I am going to see a person 
who says his name is William Reed, of 
Kingston, near Taunton. 
confront him. If you prove to be in- 
deed him whom you say you are, f have 
glorious news for you; your uncle is dead, 
and has left you an immense fortune ; 
which I will put you into possession 
of, when all legal doubts are removed.’ 

They went by the coach, saw the 
pretended William Reed, and proved 
him to be an impostor. The stranger, 
who was a pious attormey, was soon 
legally satisfied of the Barber’s identity; 
told him he had advertised him in vain; 
Providence had now thrown him in his 
way in a most extraordinary manner, 
and he had great pleasure in transferring 
a great many thousand pounds to a 
worthy man, the rightful heir of the 
property. 

Thus was man’s extremity God’s op- 
portunity.—Had the poor Barber pos- 
sessed one halfpenny, or even had credit 
for a candle, he might have remained 
unknown for years; but he trusted God, 
who never said—‘ Seek ye my face in 
vain.’ He had read in the Bie (that 
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fountain of all good, which he often 
consulted, though he seldom saw a news- 
paper )—‘ Trust him at all times, ye 
pesple—lIn all your ways acknowledge 
him, and hewill direct your paths ;’ not, 
perhaps, in the way of man’s wisdom ; 
no, he sees the end from the beginning; 
he weighs out all his dispensations in 
the balances of the sanctuary: he led 
the Israelites forty years through the 
wilderness, which they could have tra- 
velled in six weeks, had infinite Wis- 
dom seen fit; but he delayed, ‘to show 
them what was in their hearts.’ 


(From the same.) 
Evil overcome with good. 
To the Editor. 
REV. SIR, 

Should the following aneedote of an eminent 
divine of the Lutheran Church (translated trom 
the German) be thought worthy of insertion 
in the Evangelical Magazine, I shall feel much 
obliged. 

‘he excellent example it exhibits for the 
imitation of minister’ and Christians in general, 
induces me to communicate it to you, praying 
it may, through the blessing of God, be render- 
ed usetul. 

Yours respectfully, 
M. S. 
October 21, 1820. 


Antuony WitirAmM Boerum, a Ger- 


man, born at Oestdorf, in the county of 


Pyrmont, was a very worthy and 
learned clergyman ; he preached at the 
court chapel, in St. James’s Palace, 
from 1705 until 1722, and was highly 
esteemed by Queen Anne, for his piety 
and zeal. The celebrated Dr. Watts 
was his most intimate friend, and he 
was as much respected by the English 
nation as by his own countrynten. 

He once preached from Exod. xx. 14. 
‘ Thou shalt not commit adultery ;’ and 
a chevalier, who was one of his hearers, 
felt himself so much offended and in- 
sulted, that he challenged Boehm to 
tight a duel, because he thought his ser- 
mon designed entirely to offend him. 
Boehm accepted the challenge, and ap- 
peared dressed in his robes, but instead 
ofa pistol he had the Bible in his hand, 
and spoke to him in the following man- 
ner :—* lam sorry you were so much 
offended when I preached against that 
destructive vice; at the time I did not 
even think of you: here I appear with 
the ‘ sword of the Spirit” and if your 
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conscienee condemns you, I beseech 
you, for your own salvation, to repent 
of your sins, and lead a new life. If 
you will then, fire at me immediately ; 
for I would willingly lose my life, if 
that be the means of saving your soul.’ 
The chevalier was so struck with this 
language that he embraced him, and 
solicited his friendship. 
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Constitution of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge in the Western District 
of the State of New-York. 

To aid the cause.of religion, and 
more especially to vindicate its great 
and peculiar truths, to correct prejudice, 
to counteract the diffusion of erroneous 
principles, and to enlighten, confirm, 
and animate the sincere Christian, by 
the circulation of cheap and valuable 
essays, published in such a manner as 
at once to form volumes for permanent 
instruction, and yet to retain all the in- 
terest and peculiar advantages of tracts ; 
and to facilitate the attainment of reli- 
gious knowledge, and to provide for tlie 
education of candidates for the ministry, 
are the objects of this association. 

Arr.1. Thenameof this society shall 
be, “ The Protestant Episcopal Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge in 
the Western District.” 

Art. 2. All persons who shall sub- 
scribe and pay for one copy or set of all 
the tracts published by this society, shall 
be members thereof, for the period dur- 
ing which they shall receive the said 
tracts; and the avails of those subscrip- 
tions shall form a fund for defraying the 
expenses of publication and the gratu- 
itous distribution of tracts. 

Arr. 3. Every person who shall sub- 
scribe and pay the sum of fifty dollars, 
shall be a member of this society during 
his life, and shall be entitled to receive, 
free of expense, one copy of all the 
publications that may be issued. The 
life subscriptions shall be vested, as soon 
as received, in stock of the United 
States, or of this State, or in such other 
productive securities as shall be directed 
by the board of managers. The annual 
interest arising therefrom shall be ap- 
propriated to the ordinary expenditures 
of the sogety, in publishing and distri- 
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buting tracts; and the principal sum 
shall never be diverted until three- 
fourths in number of all the life subseri- 
bers then living, shall direet its appli- 
cation to the education of indigent and 
other youth, as candidates for the minis- 
try in the Protestant Episcopal Chureh. 
And the said subscribers shall have no 
power to apply the same to any other 
objects than those in this artiele express- 
ed: and their assigns, heirs, and repre- 
sentatives shall in no event have or pos- 
sess any interest in such subscriptions, 
or any control whatever over them. 
Arr. 4. The officers shall consist of 
a president, two vice-presidents, twelve 
trustees, 2 corresponding secretary, a 
recording scerctary, and a treasurer, 
who shaii have the management of the 
business of the society, subject to the 
provisions of this constitution, and to 
such by-laws and regulations as shall be 
prescribed at any annual meeting of the 
members of this society. The presi- 
dent, vice-presidents, secretaries, and 
treasurer, shall be members of the board 
of managers, ex offictis, ef which nine 
shall form a quorum for transacting bu- 
siness. ‘Those officers shall be elected 
by ballot, at the first meeting, to be held 
at Auburn, on Wednesday, the 15th 
day of December next, at 10 o'clock 
A. M. and thereafter shalj be chosen at 
the annual meetings of the society, in 
the manner following, that is to say, 
the board of managers shall be divided 
into four classes, consisting of three 
members each, of whom at least one 
shall be a clergyman, and one a com- 
municant, a warden or vestryman in the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, and one 
shall be a life subscriber: the seats of 
which classes shall be successively va- 
eated and filled by a new election, in 
such a manner that one class, and no 
more, shal!-vacate their seats in each 
year, and so that after the first four 
years each class continue in office four 
years and no more. The other officers 
of the sosiety shall be chosen fora term 
of service of four years. Nevertheless, 
vacancies occasioned by removal, resig- 
nation, or otherwise, shall be filled at 
the next annual meeting after such va- 
cancies shall have happened, and in the 
mean time temporary appointments 
may be made by the board of managers; 
Vor. V. 


and if by any means vacancies in the 
board should not be supplied aceording 
to the provisions of this constitution, 
then the last incumbents shal continue 
in office until others are appointed in 
their places. 

Arr. 5. There shall be an annual 
meeting ofthis society on the first Wed- 
nesday in October in each year, at such 
place as the society, at their preceding 
annual meeting shall have appointed. 
At which time divine service shall be 
performed, the proceedings of the so- 
ciety reported, officers elected, and 
committees appointed by the board of 
managers to transact the business of the 
society for the ensuing year, with such 
other business as the prosperity of the 
society May require. 

Arr. 6. It shall be the duty of the 
board to make, or cause to be made, a 
judicious selection of such tracts and 
books as are calculated to explain and 
defend the doctrines and forms of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, to coi- 
fute errer, to diffuse Christian know- 
ledge, and to promote practical piety ; 
and to publish the same in a neat and 
accurate manner; toe sell them at such 
stated prices as they shall think proper, 
to those who wish to purchase; and to 
distribute where they may be useful, 
such, and so many as the funds of the 
society set apart for that purpose will 
allow: and to cause a regular account 
to be kept of the number of all tracts 
which shall be published by them, of 
their expenditures and receipts, to be 
laid before the society at its annual 
meeting, with such other information 
respecting the institution and its pro- 
gress as shall be deemed useful. 

Arr. 7. The proceeds of all sales of 
books not subscribed for, shall consti- 
tute a separate fund, to be appropriated 
exclusively to the purchase of books 
towards the formation of a Theological 
Library for the Western District. A 
separate account of such sales and pur- 
chases shall be kept and exhibited as 
aforesaid.. The said library shall be 
located at some convenient and central 
place, to be determined by the board oi 
officers at their annual meeting, who 
shall have the control thereof, and may 


authorize the loan of books, at such ratés. - 
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proper. Life subscribers, and subseri- 
bers who shall receive two sets of the 
books published by this society, shall 
be entitled to the gratuitous use of the 
said library, subject to such regulations 
as may be imposed. 

Arr. 8. It shall be competent for the 
society, at any general meeting after the 
library shall have been formed to appro- 
priate the proceeds of the sales of tracts, 
to the increase of the fund created by 
the life subscriptions; and the fund 
thus constituted shall be subject only 
to the disposition mentioned in the 
third article of this constitution. 

Art. 9. It shall be the peculiar duty 
of the recording secretary to sign all 
orders and dratis on the treasurer for 
the payment of moneys, under the di- 
rection of the board of managers, and 
topreserve accurate abstracts of all such 
orders and drafts. He shall preserve 
minutes of the proceedings of the so- 
ciety, and of the votes, orders, and pro- 
ceedings of the board, and shall safely 
keep all the papers of the society. 

Arr. 10. The treasurer shall ex- 
ecute a bond, with approved surety or 
sureties, to the president of the society, 
for the faithful discharge of the duties 
of his office, during his continuance 
therein; which bond shall be given when 
any person shall be elected treagurer 
who has not before held that office. 
He shall receive and pay out all moneys 
on the written orders of the board of 
managers, or of any committee appoint- 
ed by them, and signed as aforesaid 
only, and shall preserve regular accounts 
of his receipts and disbursements, 
which shall at all times be open to the 
inspection of any officer of the society. 

Arr. 11. No officer of the society 
shall on any pretext receive any pecu- 
niary compensation for services or ex- 
penses, excepting only such allowance 
for stationary to the committee of pub- 
lication, to the secretaries and trea- 
surer, and to the agents of the society, 
as shall be absolutely necessary. 

Art. i2. Extra meetings of the 
board may be called by the president, 
or by any three of the board of man- 
agers, of which due notice shall be given 
to every officer of the society, by a cir- 
entar or otherwise. 

Art. 19. The constitution of this so- 


eiety shall be unalterable, except the 
proposed amendment shall be approved 
by three fourths of the members present 
at an annual meeting, and shall be con- 
firmed by three fourths of the members 
present at a subsequent annual meeting, 
after such proposed amendment shall 
have been published in at least three 
public newspapers in the Western Dis- 
trict, for one month before such second 
annual meeting. : 

Report of the Committee on presenting 

the foregoing Constitution. 

1. The committee appointed at a 
late meeting of several of the clergy of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
Western District of the State of New- 
York, to take into consideration the 
subject of the formation of a society for 
promoting Christian knowledge in the 
Western District, and to draft a consti- 
tution for such society, respectfully sub- 
mit the fellowing report, and the sub- 
joined constitution. 

Having taken into consideration the 
present state, and the future prospects 
of this section of our country in general, 
and of our church in these parts in par- 
ticular, we are deeply convinced that 
much should and may be done, to 
strengthen its influence and promote 
its prosperity. 

This country has already become 
populous and wealthy. Its local situa- 
tion and advantages must soon render 
it one of most interesting, prosperous, 
and important seetions of the United 
States. It will shortly exhibit not only 
some ofthe most magnificent objects of 
natural curiosity, but also some of the 
noblest efforts of human skill and in- 
dustry. The climate is salubrious, and 
the soil sufficiently productive to sus- 
tain on its bosom a vast and affluent 
population. Agriculture and the arts, 
commerce and science, must here flou- 
rish, and here will ere long be the pride 
and the garden of America! 

Here is a field where the various 
denominations of Christians are sowing 
their seed with great industry, and, as 
may be expected, with great success; 
but we regret to say that the prosperity 
of our church has not kept pace with 
that of the country. Our establish- 
ments are few, and some of them are 
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im afflictive circumstances of destitution. 
fliberal prejudices are cherished against 
her doctrines and forms, and inadequate 
measures are taken to correct them. 
A few neighbourhoods enjoy the salu- 
tary influence of the principles and ser- 
vices of the church, but multitudes have 
no stated religious services whatever. 
—They are as sheep having no shep- 
herd. They are becoming the prey of 
false teachers, who are privily bringing 
in damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord who bought them! And no very 
adequate and eflectual means are em- 
ployed for defending the faith which 
was once delivered to the saints. 

Here is a call to vigorous exertion. 
The progress of error is to be checked 
—truth is to be maintained—the cause 
of the church is to be defended—con- 
gregations are tobe planted, and a com- 
petent ministry provided for them. The 
accomplishment of these objects we 
believe tobe perfectly practicable. And 
we know not what measures could be 
adopted by the friends of the church, 
so well calculated surely, though per- 
haps slowly, to effect them as the for- 
mation of such a society as is now con- 
templated. 

2. The first business of this society 
will be to print and circulate extensively 
such tracts as are calculated to explain 
and enforce the principles and duties of 
the Christian religion in general, and 
the doctrines and forms of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church in particular ;— 
and to counteract the pernicious influ- 
ence of prevailing errors and vices. 
And to do this in a clear, able, and con- 
vincing manner, adapted to popular 
comprehension—and guarded against 
the most artful and sagacious enemies 
of the truth. 

The necessity for such a measure will 
appear if we duly consider, 1st, the im- 
portance of the duty which devolves up- 
onusas Christians and as Episcopalians, 
to do all in our power to withstand pre- 
vailing errors and vices, to promote 
truth and virtue, tocorrect the prejudices 

against the church, to defend its cause, 
to strengthen its influence, and to en- 
large its boundaries. And, 2dly, the 
inadequacy of the means which have 
hitherto been employed for effectihg 
those imvortant purposes, and the in- 
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sufficiency of any other means which 
in present circumstances we may have 
it in our power to adopt—in conse- 
quence of the infancy of our establish- 
ments, and the paucity of the numbers 
of our clergy in these parts. Neither 
ef these circumstances can operate aS 
an impediment to the simple and prac- 
ticable measures now contemplated. 
We are able to carry them into opera- 
tion, to extend their salutary influences 
to every part of this country, and in 
part, to perform thereby the work of 
many missionaries; besides furnishing 
them and the settled pastor with the 
means of rendering their own personal 
exertions more operative, and more 
lasting in their effects. 

The expediency of an immediate at- 
temptin this way, is indicated by several 
consideratiens. 

1. The importance of an early, wide, 
and permanent establishment in this 
new and flourishing country; a circum- 
stance upon which the future prosperity 
of the church in no small degree de- 
pends. ‘That establishment may now 
be obtained, but will hereafter be em- 
barrassed with new and increasing difti- 
culties. ‘The ground is now compara- 
tively unoccupied, and is as open to the 
church as to other denominations of 
Christians: But it will not long remain 
unoccupied—if we neglect to improve 
the present opportunity, others will not. 
They will establish themselves, and 
that permanently. And where the 
church would now be welcomed with 
enthusiasm, it weuld then find itself shut 
out by prejudices and interests which 
it would be difficult, if net impossible, 
toovercome. In addition to this, errors 
are now upon the wing, scattering those 
seeds which will soon spring up every 
where, and in alarming abundance. 
It will be found easier far to eradicate 
them when they first appear in the ten- 
der blade, than when they have taken 
deep reot, and are nourished into ma- 
turity and expanded into greatness. 

A second consideration which indi- 
cates the expediency of this attempt, 
is the great efficacy of the means to be 
employed in effecting the contemplated 
objects of this society; we mean the 
gratuitous distribution of tracts, of the 
description which we have mentioned. 
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‘T'be powerful effect upon the public 
mind which may be produced by tracts 
written with ability, and suited to com- 
mon capacities, is the subject of almost 
daily experiment. ‘The leading infidels 
of Europe produced a much greater 
effect wpon the opinions of the great 


mass of the people by their popular 


pamphlets, than could have been 
wrought by allthe Encyclopedias and 
Dictionaries in the world. 

That the same engines so triumphant- 
ly employed in the cause of error, may 
with equal success be made to subserve 
the interests of truth, has been long 
demonstrated by the venerable London 
Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge. ‘This society has, by means of 
tracts extensively circulated, perform- 
ed the most important services to the 
cause of Cliristianity in general, and to 
the Church of England in particular. 

We wish to see those means of dif- 
fusing Christian knowledge employed 
among ourselves, and we conceive that, 
next tothe personal jabours of a nu- 
merous ministry, they are the most ef- 
fective that could be adopted. The 
extensive diffusion of judicious tracts, 
which would have a tendency to excite 

@ spirit of inquiry, and to satisfy it— 
which should bring into view the prin- 
ciples and usages of the church, and the 
reasons on which they are founded— 
which should expose in a clear and po- 


pular manner the prevailing errors of 


the times—and contajn concise and able 
defences of the truth—would do infinite 
service to the church, by confirming 
the attachment of its friends, and by 
preparing multitudes for the reception 
of the distinctive principles and pecu- 
liarities of our church, and for entering 
into its communion. 

A third indication of the expediency 
of this attempt, is the fact, that no other 
society or individual in the United States 
is making any effort of the kind now 
proposed. And we cannot but feel a 
degree of surprise, that the imitable and 
excellent example of the London So- 
ciety for Promoting Chris‘ian Know- 
ledge, should be so long lost upon us. 

Numerous works, it is true, are pub- 
lished in explanation and detence of the 
truth. But they are generally publish- 
ed for private emolument, and are priced 


accordingly ;—and the persons who 
most need them, have often neither the 
means te purchase them, nor the leisure 
to read them—nor even the knowledge 
of their existence. Magazines and peri- 
odical works are published, but for the 
same private ends; they are generally 
burdened with much miscellaneous mat- 
ter of little importance; which serves 
to enhance the price of the small propor- 
tion ef valuable matter with which it 
is blended, and, at the same time, to 
render it comparatively useless. 

And it is true that there are tract 
societies who are dispersing tracts for 
pious and benevolent ends—but as far 
as we have the means of judging, we 
think them faulty in their selections, 
and in the mode of sustaining the ex~ 
pense of publishing and distributing 
them. Many of them are extremely 
short, consisting of three or four small 
pages only, which are frequently used 
as waste paper. Some of them cone 
sist of narratives and fictions, perhaps 
calculated to amuse children,and it may 
be to edily the pious, but not to pursue 
error in its serpentine and evasive 
windings, and to bring it out from its 
concealment, stripped of its disguise, or 
to rescue the deluded captive from the 
entanglements of sophistry and false- 
hood. In addition to this, the expen- 
ses attending a gratuitous distribution 
of tracts, are in no part liquidated by 
the sales of others; consequently they 
soon become burdensome to those who 
sustain them; and were they such as 
the exigencies of the people require, 
sull the supply of them would be scanty, 
and of uncertain continuance. 

Among al! the presses in the United 
States, not one is employed in repub- 
lishing those works which it is contem- 
plated to issue under the superinten- 
dence of this society, some of which 
have passed through twenty, and even 
thirty editions in England, but not one 
in America. They are, however, adapt- 
ed to the circumstances of our country, 
are eminently calculated to do good, 
and are singularly worthy of universai 
attention. 

Another thing to be considered in 
relation to this plan of publishing and 
diStributing tracts for the advancement 
of Christian knowledge, is its nracticu- 
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Lidity—and of this we entertain no 
doubt. 

First, we have abundance of matter : 
There are innumerable authors, both 
of ancient and modern times, from 
whom, if need be, selections may be 
made. Materials may be drawn from 
various periodical works, which abound 
in choice and valuable matter. Con- 
tributions may be received from the 
pens of the learned and pious in various 
parts ef our country, who are now la- 
bouring fur the advancement of truth 
and virtue; but in particular we have 
the doctrinal and practical tracts which 
nave been published by the London 
Society tor Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge. ‘Those tracts are generally 
from the ablest divines in England, 
and were written and published for the 
same purposes for which we recommend 
their republication. They now amount 
to several hundreds, and are annually 
increasing. 

And, secondiy—The whole tract 
concern may be put upon such a footing 
as to support itself, and with such con- 
tributions as may reasonably be expect- 
ed from auxiliary mite societies, to yield 
an annual income for effecting the other 
objects of this society. 

In order to this, the selection of mat- 
ter must be judiciously made. The 
tracts should be printed in such a uni- 
form manner, and paged, so as to admit 
of beimg bound up in corresponding 
volumes. A portion of each edition 
should be struck off on fine paper, and 
in the best style of printing. ‘These 
should be afforded to regular subscri- 
bers, at a very moderate price, in sepa- 
rate pamphlets, or bound up in volumes. 
‘The proceeds of these sales will enable 
the society to distribute gratuitously 
a portion of each edition at a compata- 
tively small expense, in consequence 
of their being struck off on a cheaper 

paper. A portion of the coarser copies 
might be sold to auxiliary tract socie- 
ties, which may be formed in various 
parts of this district, for the purpose 
of purchasing and distributing them, at 
a very small advance on the original 
cost, which will enable the society more 
widely to extend the benefits‘of such 
tracts, without increasing its own bur 
dens. 
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Upon the contemplated plan, the so- 
ciety will be able to furnish its tracts 
to subscribers at a cheaper rate than 
they could purchase such books at the 
stores, while it will at same time retain 
a moderate profit. 

The second object of this society is 
to provide for the advancement of theo- 
logical knowledge among the clergy 
and laity of this district, and for the 
education of candidates for the ministry. 

Your committee have inserted in the 

draft of a constitution herewith pre- 
sented, a provision, by which those 
persons who are disposed to promote 
the objects of the society, may do so in 
the most efiectual manner, by becoming 
members for life, on the payment of a 
gross sum, or securing its payment in 
such way as shall be prescribed by fu- 
ture bye-laws. One great and essential 
object will be attained by these sub- 
scriptions—the collection of a fund 
which shall serve as a common and in- 
dissoluble link to connect the society 
and perpetuate it, so long as light and 
truth shall be needed in any part of our 
country. An association depending 
entirely on annual and casual collec- 
tions, will be subject to all the fluctua- 
tions of the currency, and in times of 
great pressure, it may cease its opera- 
tions from the want of funds. But with 
a permanent capital, the interest of 
which only is to be applied to the ordi- 
nary expenditures of the society, it may 
bid defiance to the revolutions of com- 
merce and trade, and may steadily and 
regularly pursue its path of usefulness 
to man, and of glory to GOD, in the 
most adverse seasons, and during peri- 
ods of affliction, when its influence will 
be most salutary. Even the indiffer; 
ence of the members of the institution, 
to which all human societies are ex- 
posed, will be less, and the probability 
of their being constantly excited to ac- 
tion, will be increased by the possession 
of a fund intrusted to their hands for 
the most important purposes. 

It is proposed that the principal of 
the fund thus accumulated, shall be 
vested in permanent and safe securities, 
and that it shall never be diverted, un- 
til three fourths of the life subscribers 
shall direct its application to the pur- 
poses of educating indigent and other 
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youth for the ministry. And here is a 
new and interesting object for the con- 
sideration of our fellow citizens, to 
whom the Lorp has intrusted this 
world’s goods. While they will pro 
mote an object which must be dear to 
the heast of every Christian, and of 
every pious and humane citizen, in pre- 
paring candidates for holy orders, they 
will at the same time be disseminating 
information of vital importance, and 
will be receiving back to themselves in 
valuable books, the full value of their 
pecuniary contributions. 

On every ground, therefore, your 
committee strongly urge the propriety 
of every one whose means will possibly 
permit it, contributing in the shape of 
life subscriptions to the objects of this 
society. 

ORIN CLARK, 
LUCIUS SMITH, 
WILLIAM BARLOW, 
J. C. SPENCER. 


————— 








First Annual Report of the Managers 
of the Episcopal Missionary Associ- 
ation of Zion Church, New-York. 
Tue first annual meeting of the Epis- 

copal Missionary Association of Zion 

Church, of the city of New-York, was 

held in the church, on Monday, the 5tk 

day of February, 1821. 

The meeting was opened by the Rev. 
Mr. Breintnall, president of the associ- 
ation, with prayer, and an address, set- 
ting forth the great religious and moral 
advantages to be derived by our church 
at large from such institutions. 

The following report of the mana- 
gers was then read and adopted :— 

Agreeably to the sixth article of the 
constitution of the Episcopal Mission- 
ary Association of Zion Church, of the 
city of New-York, it has now become 
the duty of the managers to make their 
first report. They commence the pleas- 
ing task by offering, in the first place, 
to the members of the association gene- 
rally, their congratulations on the extra- 
ordinary success which has already 
crowned their infant efforts. They also 
sincerely rejoice in being thus happily 
united in a cause so highly important to 
the best interests of humanity—that of 
conveying the religioys consolations 
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which flow from the publie worship of 
God, © our distant brethren, who 
would otherwise be deprived of their 
divine influence. 

This association was formed in the 
month of February last, and, under the 
blessing of heaven, the managers have 
the satisfaction to state, that they have 
been enabled, by the liberality of its 
members, to pay over to the parent so- 
ciety the sum of one hundred and eighty 
dollars; and, after defraying the expen- 
ses of the association, there still remains 
in the hands of the treasurer, the sum of 
nineteen dollars and eighty-seven cents. 

Another year has now opened to us 
the prospect of future usefulness. By 
the bountiful hand of a merciful Provi- 
dence, innumerable blessings have been 
bestowed upon us, and we are again 
called upon to renew our efforts for the 
promotion of the great object of the in- 
stitution, by continuing our patronage 
for the present year, and by individual 
exertions to procure all the aid in our 
power. We acknowledge, with plea- 
sure, the respectful notice which has 
been taken of our association by the 
managers of the parent society, in their 
last Annual Report of the 6th of last 
month, from which the following is an 
extract, viz.— 

“ One auxiliary only has been added 
during the last year, but that is one of 
which we may well be proud, and from 
which we anticipate important aid. The 
Episcopal Missionary Society of Zion 
Church, in this city, (our fourth auxi- 
liary,) in August last placed in our trea- 
sury the very generous sum of one hun- 
dred and eighty dollars, raised from the 
spirited subscriptions of that congrega- 
tion alone.” 

A resolution was at the same time 
adopted by that society, of which the 
following is a copy, viz.— 

“ Resolved, That this society duly 
appreciate the exertions of the rector 
and congregation of Zion Church, in 
forming a fourth auxiliary missionary 
society, and recommend their example 
to the congregations of the church in 
general.” 

The managers finally beg leave to 
recommend to the members of the as- 
sociation the perusal of the above men- 
tioned report; it takes a very able and 
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comprehensive view of those inestima- 
ble benefits which result to our church 
from missionary associations. It teaches 
us the importance of diffusing more ex- 
tensively a spirit of religion—smooth- 
ing the asperity of passion, and temper- 
ing the minds of men to harmony and 
love. Such prospects cannot fail to 
stimulate our exertions, to extend its 
sphere of usefulness beyond the narrow 
limits to which, from its recent esta- 
blishment, it is unavoidably confined. 

Constitution of the Episcopal Mission- 

ary Association of Zion Church. 

Art. 1. This association shall be 
known by the name of The Episcopal 
Missionary Association of ZiowChurch; 
and it shall be auxiliary to the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Missionary Society of 
New-York. 

Arr. 2. The rector of Zion Church 
shall be, ex officio, president of the as- 
sociation. 

Arr. 3. Each subscriber of not less 
than fifty cents annually, shall be a 
member. 

Art. 4. Each subscriber of five dol- 
lars shall be a member for life. 

Art. 5. A board of managers shall 
be appointed by ballot, to conduct the 
business of the association, consisting 
of twelve laymen; five of whom shall 
constitute a quorum. The managers 
shall appoint all the officers, call special 
general meetings, and fill such vacan- 
cies as may occur, by death or other- 
wise, in their own board. : 

Arr. 6. The annual meetings of the 
association shall be held at Zion Church, 
on the first Monday in January in each 
year; when the managers shall be cho- 
sen, the accounts presented, and the 
proceedings of the foregoing year re- 
ported, 

Arr. 7. The president, vice-presi- 
dents, treasurer, and secretary, for the 
time being, shall be considered ex offi- 
cio members of the board of managers. 

Art. 8. At the general meetings of 
the association, and at the meetings of 
the managers, the president, or in his 
absence, the vice-president first on the 
list then present, and in the absence of 
all the vice-presidents, such member as 
shall be appointed for that purpose, 
shall preside at the meeting. 
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Art.9. The managers shall meet on 
the first Mondays in February, May, 
August, aud November, or oftener if 
necessary, at such place as they shall 
from time to time adjourn to. 

Arr. 10. No alterations shall be 
made in this constitution, except by the 
association, at an annual or special 
meeting, on the recommendation of the 
board of managers. 

Officers. 

The Rev. Thomas Breintnall, ea of: 
ficio president; William Tripler, 1st 
vice-president; James M. Murray, 2d 
vice-president; Richard E. Purdy, se- 
cretary ; William Bakewell, treasurer. 

Samuel Jarvis, Jacob B. Smith, Jacob 
Stout, jun. Samuel Sparks, Jonathan 
Waterbury, Dr. B. R. Robson, William 
H. Earl, William T. Pinkney, Joshua 
Hyatt, Peter Lorillard, jun. Alexander 
C. Geslain, and Isaac Odell, managers. 











A Society, auxiliary to the New-York: 
Protestant Episcopal Missionary 
Society, has recently been formed in 
the parish of Christ Church, in the 
city of New-York, of which the fol- 
lowing is the Constitution. 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas the congregation of Christ 
Church have beheld with regret the 
small power that has been put in force 
by the Episcopal Church for the sup 
port of Missionaries, viewing it as the 
surest means employed by their God 
for the hastening of that day when all 
shall know the Lord, and when his glo- 
ry shall cover the earth, as the waters 
do the channels of the great deep; and 
considering that the formation of Aux- 
iliary Societies, as recommended by the 
Protestant Episcopal Missionary Socie- 
ty, will have a good effect towards at- 
taining this object, by bringing the sub- 
ject more closely home to every indi- 
vidual, they have formed themselves 
into .a society, and adopted the follow- 
ing Constitution : . 

Art.I. This society shall be known 
by the name of the Missionary Associ- 
ation of Christ Church, and shall be 
auxiliary to the New-York Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society. 

Arr. II. The object of this Society 
shall be to collect funds for the support 
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of missions; which funds, so collected, 
shall be paid over to the treasurer of 
the society before mentioned, on or be- 
fore the first of October in each year. 

Anr. IL. Any person paying not 
less than one dollar annually, may be- 
come a member of this society ; and by 
paying ten dollars at one time, may be- 
come a member for life. 

Arr. [V. The affairs of this society 
shall be managed by a president, first 
and second vice-pr esidents, secretary, 
treasurer, and ten directors. The rec- 
tor of Christ Church shall be president, 
ec officio, of the society 5 the other offi- 
cers and directors shall be chosen by 
ballot, at the anniversary meeting of 
the society. 

Arr. VY. The board of manoarers 
shall meet at least once in three months, 
at which time one third of the whole 
shall constitute a quorum for the trans- 
action of business; they shall have 
power to fill their own vacancies, and 

call special meetings of the society. 
The president, or in his absence one of 
the vice-presidents, may calla special 
meeting of the board, on being request- 
ed so to do by any two members. 

Ant. VI. The anniversary meeting 
shall be held at Christ Church, on the 
second Monday in January, when the 
annual report of the board of managers 
shall be presented. 

Art. VII. No alteration shall be 
made to this constitution, except by the 
concurrence of two thirds of the mem- 
bers present at any meeting of the so- 
ciety. 

Officers. 

Rey. Thomas Lyell, president, ex of- 
ficio; Thomas 8. Townsend, 1st vice- 
‘president; William W.Chardavoyne, 
2d vice-president ; Samuel J. Willis, se- 
cretary; Henry E. Thomas, treasurer. 

Directors.——John R. Townsend, 
William V. Chardavoyne, Roland Lee, 
Hewlet R. T. Townsend, John Van 
Buskirk, Peter A. Peshine, James H. 
M‘Kenzie, Joseph Trulock, Robert 
Strong, Eden H. Hill. 


,- -_____,;— ____ } 
{ From the Christian Observer for Nov. 1820.] 
Hibernian Society. 
Tur number of schools belonging to 
the society was reported at the last an- 
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nual meeting to amount to 529, con- 
taining upwards of fifty-eight thousand 
pupils; being an increase during the 
year of forty-nine schoo/s, and upwards 
of eleven thousand pupils. 

The following extracts from the Ap- 
pendix to the Report t of this society, 
contain the most interesting passages 
from the society’s correspondence dur- 
ing the year. One of its agents in Ire- 
land writes :— 

*“‘ I intended to have added other in- 
teresting occurrences which have pass- 
ed within my own observation; but as 
time calls on me to close with the pre- 
sent sheet, I defer these, in order to re- 
late an interesting narrative I have had 
from 'T=——, master of the school in 
kK , county of M As I have 
the notes of the communication before 
me, I give it nearly in his own words. 
‘In July last, when returning from 
S Jl called at a house near € : 
the man of the house and his wife had 
just returned from confession. The 
man-seemed much concerned, and, on 
inquiry into the case, he told me that 
his children had long attended a free 
school (one of ours) and were provided 
with an inglish and Lrish Testament ; 
and that in confession that day, the 
priest had engaged him by promise, to 
commit both to the flames on hris return 
home. ‘The poor man scemed agitated, 
being loath to burn the books, and ter- 
rified at breaking his promise to the 
priest. I said nothing, anxious to see 
the conflict in his own mind. The man 
had the Irish Testament in his hand, a- 
large fire was before him, and he stood 
apparently undetermined, when a 
wretchedly wicked neighbour of his en- 
tered the house, who, on learning the 
ease, urged him vehemently to obey his 
priest and burn the book. The book 
was accordingly cast into the flames. 
I was so overpowered by the surprise 
and horror at the action, that for some 
moments I could not stir—when, dart- 
ing to the fire, I snatehed up the book, 
which, to my astonishment, had not 
suffered the least injury from the fire. 
I then solemnly addressed him on the 
heinousness of the sin of attempting to 
destroy God’s best gift to man—the 
revelation of his merey to sinners, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
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Christ. The poor man seemed much 
distressed, and requested that I would 
read to him part of its contents. I read 
the First Epistle general of St. John, 
and the eighth of the Romans. He 
called upon the Lord to forgive the 
wicked act he had been just guilty of, 
i attempting to destroy so blessed a 
book, and begged of me to consent to 
remain with him until the next day, and 
that he would invite his neighbours to 
hear the hook of God. I consented. 
His neighbours were soon collected, 
and I read to them for a longtime. After 
the people retired, he would frequently 
ask me, with much concern,— Do you 
think God will forgive me?’ and as my 
reply, I read to him the fifteenth chap- 
ter of Luke, also the eleventh of Mat- 
thew, the 27—30th verses; and these 
precious promises gave him hope. He 
escorted me on my way next morning, 
to the distance of three miles, and seem- 
ed fixed in his determination that his 
son should persevere in reading and 
learning to understand the Scriptures ; 
and that he would contrive to have him 
attend my night-school next winter, and 
cheerfully pay me for instructing him.” 
From P. C., an Inspector. 

“ We inspected Mr. H ’s school 
at G This is one of the best 
schools Iever saw. He had eighty 
Testament readers in one class; forty 
of whom repeated ten chapters each, 
and some of the others thirty. He had 
one ‘boy who committed as many as 
sixty chapters to memory, in the course 
of this quarter; and, what is still more 
astonishing, he had another child, only 
four and a half years old, who repeated 
nearly six chapters at this inspection ; 
and I was told by his parents and mas- 
ter, that this was the third quarter in 
which he had had tasks to learn. There 
is scarcely a question I put to them re- 
specting the Gospel that they did not 
answer satisfactorily. 

“ J have often, within these five years 
past, visited this part of the country, 
and never saw, or expected to see, so 
great a reformation wrought in the 
minds of the people here, as there is 
now; but, blessed be God! there is 
nothing impossible with him. Both old 
and young are studying the word of 
God, and striving to become wise there- 

Vox: V. 
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by. Scarcely a day passes in which 
there are not applications made to me 
for Bibles or Testaments. The people, 
who, not long since, were enemies to 
the Scriptures, are now reading them, 
and attending our night schools, in or- 
der to become acquainted with the word 
of God. 

“ On the 8th instant, I again visited 
H ’s school, and gave him a gene- 
ral inspection. He had one hundred 
and sixteen pupils present, eighty-one 
of whom were Testament readers ; the 
major part of which class repeated from 
sixteen to twenty-four chapters each ; 
although it is but two months since he 
was inspected before. » The child men- 
tioned above, as having repeated nearly 
six chapters, could, at this time, repeat 
seven; and the boy who repeated at 
last inspection sixty, now repeated sixty 
more. H has now, in the Testa- 
ment class, ninety-one pupils. No per- 
son can have an idea of the good done 
in this and other places, by means of 
your humane and charitable society.” 

From J. R., an Inspector. 

“The labours of the society have 
proved very beneficial in this and every 
other part to which they have been ex- 
tended. The children who are educat- 
ed in the schools have been made great 
blessings to their parents and neigh- 
bours in reading to them at night. The 
little children are so fond of the Testa- 
ment, that they get more of the tasks 
thay is required of them by the Inspec- 
tor. What a blessing it is to finda 
reader and a Testament in every cabin, 
and the old men and women blessing 
the society for the great charity which 
they have bestowed on their children, 
and more especially for imparting to 
them the knowledge that enables them 
to comfort their parents in old age with 
the word of God in the English and 
Trish languages ! 

“ T am happy to have it in my power 
to state another striking instance of the 
change wrought in the children’s hearts, 
especially those educated in the society. 
A short time ago, as Iam informed, 
their chief employment was dancing, 
playing cards, dice, and every other 
wicked employment, as is the case in 
every part of the country: but the re- 
sult of their being educated in the 
12 
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schools, and the study of the Testa- 
ment, has been so effectual, that their 
delight is now to meet in the different 
houses in the village to read the Testa- 
ment. It is delightful to hear small 
children, not ten years old, saying— 
* Mother, it is not for cursing or swear- 
ing that we are met, but to read the 
word of God; and we read in the same 
word, that God delights in little chil- 
dren learning his will.” 
From W. R., a Schoolmaster. 

“ T am sorry to say, that the flourish- 
ing state and hopeful prospect of this 
school is greatly obstructed by the tyran- 
nical proceeding of the Catholic bishop 
and priests. The desire of the people 
for education is every day increasing. 
At the last inspection of my night 
school, fifty-nine scholars were able to 
read Irish. Hitherto they have never 
had the happiness of hearing or seeing 
the word of God, so as to be able to 
form a judgment for themselves of its 
divine contents. The general behavi- 
our of the people here has been mueh 
improved by their increased knowledge 
of the word of God; so that instead of 
meeting as in former times for the pur- 
pose of card-playing or gambling, sedi- 
tion or conspiracy, they have of late 
been occupied in reading the Scriptures 
and recommending the practice to their 
friends and acquaintance. Such was 
their desire to learn the mind and will 
ef God as he has been pleased to reveal 
it in his own word, that I have been re- 
quested by some who reside several 
miles from my school, to bring them 
Trish and English Testaments, and to 
read to them at their homes by night, 
which I have frequently done. But, I 
am sorry to add, that these pleasing 
prospects have been blasted by the 
breath of the priest of this parish, who, 
on Sunday last, made this practice the 
subject of his canonical discourse, and 
strongly condemned those individuals 
who were so employed; assuring them 
that it was sufficient to bring them to 
the devil; and that, if they did not re- 
linquish the vile practice of reading the 
Bible, and harbouring those who dis- 
perse it, he would cut them off from the 
church. This terrible denunciation has, 
for the present, produced the intended 
effect; and ignorance and vice seem 
likely’ to resume their reign.” 


[ No. 3. 
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(From Simeon’s Horxz Homiletice) 


Phil. iii. 3.—We are the ctreumcision 
who worship God in the Spirit, and 
rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flesh. 


Ir is much to be lamented that the 
nature of genuine Christianity is but 
little understood. An assent to the 
fundamental articles of our faith, and 
a conformity to certain rites and cere- 
monies, are thought sufficient grounds 
for concluding ourselves reat Christians, 
notwithstanding we are plainly warned 
by God himself, that religion does not 
consist in these things. Persons may 
be, and often are, very zealous advocates 
for the externals of religion, while they 
are altogether destitute of its life and 
power. Such were those whom St. 
Paul calls, not the sheep of Christ, but 
‘dogs ;’? not saints, but ‘ evil-workers ;” 
not the circumcision, but, in a way of 
contempt, the ‘ concision ;’ because all 
their way of piety consisted in a zeal 
for the cutting of the flesh. Against 
such persons he thrice enjoins us to 
‘beware; and then contrasts with theirs 
the character of the true Christian. 

There are three discriminating poixts 
which distinguish the circumcision, or 
the true Christian, from all who are 
Christians only in nameand profession. 

I. They worship God in the Spirit. 

Many never bow their knees before 
God at all. What they are, they them- 
selves shall judge. Others observe the 
form of prayer both in public and in pri- 
vate; but their hearts are not engaged: 
nor is there any difference in their 
frame, whether they confess their sins, 
or ask for blessirtgs, or acknowledge be- 
nefits received. All their services are 
without life,and without devotion. The 
true Christian, on the contrary, though 
not always in the same frame, ‘ wor- 
ships God in the Spirit;? that is, not 
only with the inmost affections of his 
soul, but through the direction and 
assistance of the Holy Ghost. If we 
could see him in his closet before God, 
we should often behold him bathed in 
tears, and with hands and eyes lifted 
up to heaven, imploring mercy at the 
hands of God. His thanksgivings, too, 
are not an unmeaning compliment, but 
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a heartfelt acknowledgment, suited in a 
measure to the mercies he has received. 
He ‘ pours out his soul before God,’ and 
‘stirs up himself to lay hold on God,’ 
and says, like Jacob, ‘I will not let 
thee go, except thou bless me.’ Let us 
examine to which of these classes we 
belong ....and we may know infallibly 
what is our state before God. 

If. They rejoice in Christ Jesus. 

The world have their joys, such as 
they are, arising from the things of time 
and sense. Some know no happiness 
but in lewdness and intemperance. 
Others, moving either in a continual 
round of fashionable amusements, or in 
the pursuit of wealth or honour, find all 
their pleasure in the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of 
life. Others more rationally seek their 
happiness in the acquisition of know- 
ledge. While others seem contented 
to move, like a horse in a mill, in the 
same round of silly occupation, without 
aiming at amy thing further than an 
exemption from trouble, and an easy 
passage through life. 

But the true Christian, while he is 
alive to all the joys which are possessed 
by others, as far as they are pleasing 
to God, and profitable to his soul, has 
joys of a far higher nature. He has 
felt his need of mercy, and has found 
mercy through Christ Jesus. Hence 
the very name of ‘ Jesus is precious to 
him :’ and the richest gratification he 
can possibly enjoy, is to contemplate 
the glory and excellency of his Beloved. 
He does not indeed always feel the 
same delight in the Saviour, but his 
richest consolations and sublimest joys 
arise from this source; insomuch that 
all the pleasures of sense are nothing 
in his eyes, in comparison of one hour’s 
fellowship with the Son of God. In- 
deed, he would noi wish to be happy, 
when he is at a distance from his Lord: 
in such a state he would consider hap- 
piness rather a curse than a blessing. 
But in whatever state he be with respect 
to temporal things, a sight of his ador- 
able Saviour will render himcompletely 
happy. meeey 

ere again let us mquire into our 
own experience. We need no surer 
test of our state than that before us. 
Let us examine ourselves with care, 
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and ‘the Lord give us understanding 
in all things !” 

Iil. They have no confidence in the 
flesh. 

The ungodly world, if in prosperity, 
‘make gold their confidence,’ and 
‘trust in their uncertain riches.’ If, 
on the-other hand, they be in adversity, 
they look no higher than to their own 
exertions, or thanto their earthly friends, 
to deliver them. The same creature 
confidence, pervades all their spiritual 
concerns: they ‘lean altogether on an 
arm of flesh, and trust in their own 
goodness or repentance to recommend 
them to God, and their own strength 
and resolution to fulfil his will. 

The true Christian is the very re- 
verse of this. We say not that he has 
no bias towards these evils, for his old 
nature still remains within him: but 
his views with respect to these things 
are altogether altered; and though he 


neglects not any means which are pro- 


per to be used, he trusts in God only te 
maintain his prosperity, or to restore it 
when he has been pleased to afflict him 
with any calamity. With respect to his 
soul, also, he has no hope but in God. 
To the free mercy of God, in Christ 
Jesus, he trusts for every blessing. In 
the atoning sacrifice and prevailing in- 
tercession of Jesus he confides, as the 
ground of his acceptance with his re- 
conciled God. On the all-powerful 
grace of Christ he relies, as that which 


alone can enable him to subdue his ene- 


mies, and to serve his God. Feeling 
that he is in himself ignorant, guilty, 
polluted, and enslaved, he renounces 
all self-confidence, and makes Jesus 
his wisdom, his righteousness, his sanc- 
tification, and redemption. 

Surely there can be no difficulty in 
ascertaining our proper character, it 
only we will make this point also a 
matter of serious self-examination. 

Address. 

1. Those who, according to these 
distinctions, must be considered as de- 
void of real Christianity. 

Remember who it is that cuts you 
off from the number of true Christians. 
It is not man, but God, even that God 
who will judge you in the last day, ac- 
cording to his word. O continue not 
in such a state! but seek that circum- 
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cision of the heart which, though con- 
demned by men, shall ultimately have 
praise of God. 

2. Those who have reason, from the 
foregoing remarks, to hope that they 
are Christians indeed. 

What reason have you to bless God 
for the mercies which have been vouch- 
safed to you! But remember, it is not 
by past experience merely you are to 
judge, but by the continued habit of 
your mind. Rest not satisfied with any 
thing you have known; lest you ‘ begin 
in the Spirit, and end in the flesh.’ The 
text does not characterize the Christian 
by what he has done, but by what he 
does; and therefore ‘press forward, 
forgetting what is behind, and reaching 
forth unto what is before:’ and ‘as you 
have received how to walk and please 
God,’ so endeavour to abound more and 
more, 


= 
TO-MORROW. 


Szz where the parting day 
In silence melts away, 

Behind the western hills withdrawn ; 
Her fires all quench’d,—her beauty fled, 
Her face, with blushes all o’erspread, 

As conscious she has ill fulfill’d 

The promise of the dawn. 


Another morning soon shall rise ; 
Another day salute our eyes, 
As smiling and as fair as she, 
And make as many promises. 
But do not thou the tale believe, 
They’re sisters all, and all deceive, 


The fool hath said in his heart, There 
is no God.—Psalm xiv. 1. 


(By John Walker, farmer at Luss.) 
I see a God at every step, 
if I but chance to cast my eye 
On hill, or dale, or on the deep, 
Or raise my look to yonder sky. 
Behold a God of boundless sway 
tn the eccentric comet’s flight ; 
And when the sun pours forth the day, 
Or when the moon illumes the night. 
When thunders burst yon pregnant cloud, 
And strike with dread the earth and air, 


Then cavern deep, and rock, and wood, 
Reply aloud—~a God is there. 
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A God presides when storms pervade, 
And heave the billows to the sky; 

And when the tempest’s fury’s laid, 

Tis he that soothes, for he is nigh. 

A God appears of grace and power, 

In ev'ry flower that decks the vale, 

In every breeze, and fost’ring shower, 
And ev’ry bloom that scents the gale. 

He comes in all the power of love, 

To soothe and animate the spring, 

While stubborn rock, and dell, and grove, 
With joy unmix’d, exulting sing. 

His pencil paints the suinmer scenes, 
From ev’ry distant shore to shore ; 

He pours profuse, through Nature’s veius, 
The tide that swells the autumn store. 
When hoary winter jssues forth, 

With all his inauspicious train, 

Tis God that gives his offspring birth, 
And regulates his gloomy reign. 

When thickset shades obscure the sky, 
And star is hid, and sun is fled, 

At midvight hour, with reason’s eye, 

I see a God while on my bed. 

I feel a God within my breast, 

Else what’s this immaterial thing, 

This conscious being ne’er at rest, 

From which our hopes and wishes spring ? 
But what is God? So! there’s the pause, 
Immortal essence veil’d from day ! 

And who can scan the efficient cause 

Of motion, light, and reason’s sway ? 

Ye Powers Angelic—Seraphs bright— 
Ye who surround the empyrean throne, 
Or range at large o’er fields of light, 

Can ve define the Great THREE ONE * 
Have ye laid bare th’ eternal springs 
From whence Creation first arose ? 

Or have ye traced the chain of things 
Before they were, and how they'll close? 


A deep profound before you lies, 

A boundless sea that knows no shore : 
For earth and sea, and air and skies, 
Are but the hiding of his power. 
Then how dare mortal men pretend 
To sean the Immortal, the Divine? 
Enough for me, if in the end 
A-Gad of mercy shall be mine.” 


ou Sw 








Ancient Manuscripts, 

Some new discoveries of great im- 
terest and importance have been made 
in the Vatican Library by M. Mai, the 
principal librarian. 

In a Greek palimpseste manuscript 
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(where the first writing has been effaced 
in order to make the parchment serve 
a second time ) containing the Harangues 
of the orator Aristides, the learned li- 
brarian has succeeded in discovering a 
part of the Extracts of Constantine 
Porphyrogenetus, belonging to the 
Chapters of Sentences, Harangues, Suc- 
cession of Kings, Inventors of Things, 
and Sententious Answers. As the 
Byzantine prince had made extracts 
trom a multitude of historical and po- 
litical works, which have been long 
lost .to the world, this discovery has 
naturally promised an ample harvest 
of interesting gleanings. M, Mai an- 
nounces that he has discovered parts of 
the lost books of Polybius, Diodorus 
Siculus, and Dion Cassius, and frag- 
mentsof Aristotle, of Ephorus, of Ti- 
meus, of Hyperides, and of Demetrius 
Phalerus. ‘The names of some other 
authors, from whom extracts have been 
made, are not given. There are also 
some fragments of the Byzantine wri- 
ters, such as Eunapius, Menander of 
Byzantium, Priscus and Petrus Protec- 
tor, historic authors of a very interest- 
ing period. Among the fragments of 
Polybius, there is one of the 39th book, 
in which he announces that the 40th 
and last was to treat of Chronology. 

In another palimpseste, M. Mai has 
found a pelitieal treatise posterior to 
the time of Cicero, in which that orator 
is quoted, with many other Greek and 
Latin authors. 

M. Maihas further discovered several 
speeches of Aristides, seven books of 
the physician Oribarius, which will be 
of much value to the physical sciences, 
fragments of Philo, a copy of Verines, 
&e. 
It has been also just announced, that 
inthe MSS. of Herculaneum, lately un- 
rolled at Naples, some treatises of Epi- 
curus have been discovered of more im- 
portance than any we are yet in pos- 
session of. In one of these MSS. there 
are quotations from a treatise on Politi- 
cal Economy by Aristotle, very differ- 
ent from the work whigh we possess 
under that title. 

M. Hase, Professor of modern Greek 
to the School of Oriental Languages at 
Paris, who has just returned from a li- 
terary tour through Italy, has further 
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incréased the number of these discove- 
ries. He has found in the Ambrosian 
Library at Milan a complete MS. of a 
Byzantine historian, George Acropolite, 
of whom we have hitherto had nothing 
but an extract. 

Baron Niebuhr, Prussian ambassador 
to the Holy See, has again discovered 
and published several manuscript works 
hitherto unknown. They are chiefly 
fragments of Cicero’s Orations Pro M. 
Fonteie and Pro C. Rabirio; a frag- 
ment of the 91st book of Livy; and 
two works of Seneca. He has dedicat- 
ed the publication to the Pope, by 
whose favour he was enabled to dis- 
cover these literary treasures in the 
library of the Vatican. 

The Abbé Amadeus Peyran, pro- 
fessor of oriental languages in the uni- 
versity of Turin, has discovered some 
fragments of Cicero in a manuscript 
from the monastery of St. Columban 
de Rabbio, a town on the Trebia, in 
the dominions of the king of Sardinia. 
This MS. presents important new read- 
ings of orations already known, and 
confirms the identity of several texts 
that have been tortured by indiscreet 
critics. It contains also fragments of 
the orations Pro Scauro, Pro M. Tul- 
lio, In Clodium, orations unfortunately 
lost. 

A manuscript of Eutropius’s Roman 
History, supposed to have been carried 
from Rome to Bamberg by the Empe 
ror Henry, the founder of the bisho 
rick of that place, has been found in 
the Royal library there, by Mr. Jacks 
the librarian. It is more complete than 
any of the printed editions, and will 
probably furnish means for correcting 
many false readings. 

Professor Goeller, of Cologne, had 
previously discovered in the same libra- 
ry a MS. of Livy. 

A manuscript of the eleventh centu 
ry, containing illustrations of Juvenal, 
which was discovered about two years 
ago in the library of the convent of St. 
Gallen, by Professor Cramer, is about 
to be committed to the press. A speci- 
men .was published by the Professor 
on occasion of the king’s birth-day, un- 
der the title of Specimen nove Editionis 
scholastice Juvenalis. 

The French (jterati are occupied at 
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this time in a work of some importance 
—pre paring : translations of Plutarch, 
Sallust, Tacitus, Aristotle, Hippocrates, 
&c. from the Arabic MSS., into which 
language many or all the best Greek 
and Roman authors are known to have 
been translated. 

The French ambassador at Constan- 
tinople, M. Giardin, lately sent to Paris 
fifteen valuable MSS. in Arabic, from 
the imperial library there, among which 
are the complete works of Plutarch and 
Herodotus. 


——<—— re 
———— 


American Academy of Languages and 
Belles Lettres. 

Ir is nearly a year since a very inter- 
esting correspondence was commenced 
among the principal scholars of our 
country, with a view of forming an ex- 
tensive national association for the im- 
provement of American literature. The 
preparatory arrangements of this socie- 
ty have been made with a spirit of can- 
dour and liberality, which promises the 
happiest consequences. It has now be- 
come completely organized, and with- 
out seeking an ostentatious display, is 
assuming, at its commencement, a com- 
manding form. The officers are,— 

His Excellency John QuincyAdams, 
president; Hon. Brockholst Livingston, 
Hon.Joseph Story, Hon.Wm.Lowndes, 
vice presidents; Wm. S. Cardell, Esq. 
corresponding secretary; Rev. Alexan- 
der M‘Leod, D. D. recording secretary ; 
John Stearns, M.D. treasurer; Hon. 
James Kent, LL.D. Hon. D. Webster, 
aight Rev. T. C. Brownell, D.D. LL, D. 
Rev.John M.Mason, D.D. "Joseph Hop- 
kinson,Esq. Peter S.DuPonceau,LL.D. 
John Augustine Smith, M.D. Hon.John 
L. Paylor, Hon.Henry Clay, Washing- 
ion Irving, Esq. ecunacllaits. 

John Adams, late president of the 
United States, ‘Thomas Jefierson,do.do. 
James Madison, do. do. John Jay, late 
governor of New-York, Hon. Charles 
C. Pinckney, his Excellency James 
Monroe, president of the United States, 
and Hon. John Trumbull, LL.D. were 
elected honorary members. 

From most of these gentlemen the 
communications are such as might be 
expected, able and interesting. 

The following gentlemen are ap- 
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pointed trustees, with authority to re- 
ceive voluntary subscriptions,and invest 
the amount in such manner as they shall 
judge most secure and productive for the 
important and permanent purposes of 
the institution :—Col. Richard Varick, 
Hen.Brockholst Livingston, Hon. C.D. 
Colden, Wm. S. Cardell, and Dr. John 
Stearns. 

The liberal donations already receiv- 
ed form a pleasing earnest of what may 
be expected, when the plan and objects 
of this association are more extensively 
known.— American, 











Pennsylvania Institution for the Deaf 
and Dumb. 

Tue directors have instructed the 
committee of admission to make known 
to the public, that the legislature of the 
state has granted an act of i incorporation 
to this institution, by which the instruc- 

tion and support of fifty indigent pupils, 
residents of the state, are provided for 
at the expense of the commonwealth ; 
each pupil to be so privileged for three 
years. By the same act it is provided, 
that whenever more applications are 
made for the benefits of the institution 
than can be received at any one time, 
the directors shall apportion their num- 
ber to the several counties of the state 
according to the representation, that 
each county may equally partake of the 
public bounty. With a view to afford 
sufficient time for this information te be 
disseminated, the directors have deter- 
mined to delay forming a new class until 
the last Monday in May next, and that 
application for admission into such class 
must be received by the committee on or 
before the first of May, 1821, at which 
time the apportionment will be made, 
and information immediately communi- 
cated to the friends of such pupils as will 
be received into the class. Applications 
must state the name, age, sex, residence, 
capacity, and also some satisfactory evi- 
dence of the indigence of the proposed 
pupils, together with the names of their 
parents or guardians.—The institution 
is located in a commodious building ; 
and every attention is bestowed by the 
directors, with the aid of twelve highly 
respectable ladies, to promote the com- 
fort of the pupils under their care. Two 
regular physicians afford their services 
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to the family, and a matron has charge 
of the domestic arrangement of the 
house. Parents, guardians, or friends 
of ability to pay for the education of 
their children in this institution, are in- 
formed that the charge for instruction, 
boarding, lodging, and washing, is one 
hundred and sixty dollars per annum, 
one half payable in advance. 


Missien to the Osages of the Missouri. 


Tuis interesting family, consisting of 
forty-one souls, has been collected from 
seven different states, and what is not 
less pleasing, from different sections of 
the Christian Church, who have har- 
moniously combined their exertions in 
the work of evangelizing the heathen. 
On Monday evening, the 5th of March, 
they were publicly set apart to their of- 
fice, in the Associate Reformed Church 
in Murray-street. On the following 
evening, religious exercises were at- 
tended in the Middle Dutch Church, 
when the instructions to the missiona- 
ries were read. On both these occa- 
sions the churches were crowded to 
overflowing, and collections for the be- 
nefit of the mission were received, 
amounting in the whole to more than 
six hundred dollars—On Wednesday, 
at two o’cloek, the board of directors 
held a meeting, for the last time, with 
the missionaries, in the Consistory 
Room in Garden-street. It was truly 
an affecting scene. After the formal 
delivery of the commission and instruc+ 
tions, the audience united in singing a 
very appropriate Hymn. The family 
were commended to God in prayer. 
A parting hymn was sung by the mis- 
sionary family; when the benediction 
was pronounced, and the missionaries 
were accompanied to the steam-boat 
Atalanta, where they embarked amid 
the tears and prayers of multitudes of 
our citizens, cheerfully setting their 
faces toward the wilderness, for the 
love they bore to the heathen. 


—_—_—cC 


Anecdote of George III. 


(From a recent English publication.) 





Tue venerable monarch who has 
swayed the sceptre of this mighty em- 
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pire for a much longer period than any 
of his predecessors of any age,and whose 
reign has been distinguished by events 
never surpassed in the history of the 
world,—now sleeps with his fathers, 
leaving recollections of reverence mixed 
with sensibility, sympathy, and respect, 
through the wide extent of his vast do- 
minions. He mounted the throne in the 
prime and brilliancy of youth, the first 
native prince of his house; firm in his 
character, correct in his conduct, con- 
ciliating in his manners, constitutional 
in his government, and equally beloved 
and respected in every period of his 
reign. ‘The glories and the blessings of 
his reign exceed beyond all comparison 
the disasters and the inconveniences, 
from which the history of nations and 
the progress of society are never wholly 
exempted; and to those glories and 
blessings, the firm character, the cor- 
rect conduct, and the conciliating man- 
ners of the king, very essentially contri- 
buted. His religious and moral charac- 
ter shed something like a sacred lustre 
round the clouds under which his sun 
hovered for a series of years to its set- 
ting. His reverence for religion, and his: 
regard for the Church of which he was 
the temporal head, Nene se infringing 
the rights of any other church, or the 
claims of genuine toleration) were uni-~ 
form and habitual,and had an influence 
in the nation which will, f trust, be long 
remembered with feelings of gratitude, 
and imitated with sincerity. Permit me 
to mention one remarkable anecdote, 
as fine and fair a mark of character as 
is to be found in the life of any monarch. 
He was crowned at the age of twenty- 
three, by the archbishop (Secker) who 
baptized him, confirmed him, and ad- 
mitted him to his first communion. Af- 
ter the coronation, he had to receive the 
holy communion. Actuated by a just 
impulse of Christian humility, he asked 
the archbishop, ‘ Whatis the rule? shall 
I advance wearing the crown, or shall I 
lay it aside?’ A consultation was held, 
but no rule could be found or furnished 
in sueh circumstances. “ Then,” said 
the youthful monarch, “ I myself will 
make a rule,” and he laid his crown 
aside on the steps of the altar. Such 
consideration in one so young, in cir- 
cumstances so peculiar, surrounded 
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with all the pomp of power and pride 
of life, which the youthful imagination 
is apt to paint so fair and deem so per- 
manent; such consideration, in such 
circumst: ances, marks a character of no 
common cast: While the promptitude 
and propriety of his resolution in the 


acknowledged absence or ignorance of 


all precedent, denotes a decision and 
readimess of mind which he often dis- 
played in after life, in cases of ditiiculty 
and danger, when his counsellors were 
agitated with doubt, inclined to hesi- 
tate, or disposed to temporize. 


a oe 
a ee 


Last Moments of Mrs. Wesley. 
(vom Scuthey’s Life «f Wesley.) 

To this stage Methodism had ad- 
vanced when Wesley lost his mother, 
in a good old age, ready and willing to 
depart. Arriving in London from one 
of his circuits, he found her “ on the 
borders of eternity; but she had no 
doubt or fear, nor any desire but, as 
soon as God should call, to depart and 
to be with Christ.” On the third day 
after his arrival, he perceived that her 
change was near. “I sate down,” he 
says, * on the bed-side. She was in 
her last conflict, unable to speak, but I 
believe quite sensible. Her look was 
calm and serene, and her eyes fixed up- 
ward, while we commended her soul to 
God. From three to four the silver 
cord was loosing, and the wheel break- 
mg at the cistern; and then, without 
any struggle, or sigh, or groan, the soul 
was set at liberty. We stood round 
the bed, and fulfilled her last request, 
uttered alittle before she lost her speech: 
‘Children, as soon as Iam released, 
sing a psalm of praise to God.” He 
performed the funeral service himself, 
and thus feelingly describes it: “ AL 
most an innumerable company of peo- 
ple being gathered together, about five 
in the afternoon I committed to the 
earth the body of my mother, to sleep 
with her fathers. The portion of Scrip- 
ture from which I afterwards spoke 
was, ‘I saw a great white throne, and 
him that sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and the heaven fled away, and 
there was found no place for them. And 
{ saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God: and the books were open- 


ed, and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the 
books according to their works.’ It was 
one of the most solemn assemblies | 
ever saw, or expect to see, on this side 
eternity.” 


—_—-- 


Union of the Scottish Church. 


Tue two branches of the Secession 
Church in Scotland have united, after 
a separation of seventy-three years. 
Their respective synods are dissolved, 
and their powers conferred upon a new 
body, composed of both parties, and en- 
titled “The United Associate Synod.” 
Christ. Observ. 








Preferments. 

Tue Rev. Epuenp D. Barry, D. D. 
late Principal of the Episcopal Acade- 
my in the city of New-York, has been 
appointed Professor of Languages i in the 
University of Maryland: and James 
Rewxwick, Esq. Professor of Natural 
and Experimental Philosophy and Che- 
mistry in Columbia College, N. York. 

Fer the Christian Journal. 
A PRAYER 
Onentering Church for public Worship. 

[The words from the Church Service } 

O ETERNAL Gop, mighty in power, 
and of majesty incomprehensible, whom 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain, 
and who yet hast been pleased to pro- 
mise thy especial presence, wherever 
two or three of thy faithful servants 
shall assemble in thy name: We beseech 
thee in thy great goodness now to be 
present, and receive the prayers and in-- 
tercessions of thy servants who draw 
night to thee in this thy house. Give 
us grace to prepare our hearts to serve 
thee with reverence and godly fear: 
affect us with an awful apprehension of 
thy divine majesty, and a deep sense 
of our own unworthiness; that so ap- 
proaching thy sanctuary with lowliness 
and devotion, and coming before thee 
with clean thoughts and pure hearts, 
with bodies undefiled, and minds sanc- 
tified, we may perform a service ac- 
ceptable to thee, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 





